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New  York  and  Vermont:  Pride  and  Precedent 


By  Bob  Nelson 

NEW  YORK  —  Gay  people  of 
every  sex,  race,  age,  religion,  oc¬ 
cupation,  and  persuasion  turned 
out  for  the  fourteenth  annual  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Pride  march  and  ral¬ 
ly  on  June  26,  commemorating  the 
Stonewall  riots,  and  turning  Fifth 
Avenue  into  a  festive  stretch  of 
balloons,  banners,  confetti,  and 
amused  tourists. 


But  confrontation  hung  in  the 
air  as  well,  perhaps  more  palpably 
than  the  confetti.  Conservative 
Christians  and  gay  religious 
groups  faced  off  in  front  of  St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral,  and  the  AIDS 
crisis  was  a  prominent  topic  dur¬ 
ing  the  parade,  which  was  dedi¬ 
cated  to  “AIDS  victims  every¬ 
where.” 

According  to  police  and  press 
reports,  forty  thousand  gay  men 
and  lesbians  participated  in  the 
Gay/Lesbian  Pride  March  from 
Columbus  Circle  across  Central 
Park  South,  down  Fifth  Avenue  to 
Washington  Square  and  west 
through  the  Village  to  the  West 
Side  Highway.  But  Grand  Marshal 
Tony  Gambino  told  the  downtown 
rally,  “We  came  home  today.  We 
came  back  into  the  Village.  You 
saw  those  crowds  on  Fifth 
Avenue.  We  had  a  hundred  and 
fifty  thousand  marchers  today.” 

While  most  of  Sunday’s  partici¬ 
pants  took  the  march  more  as  a 
celebration  than  confrontation, 
conflict  was  in  the  air  as  about  200 
members  of  conservative  religious 
groups  gathered  at  Rockefeller 
Center,  across  the  street  from  St. 
Patrick’s  Cathedral.  Police  had 
cordoned  off  the  front  steps  and 
sidewalk  of  the  Cathedral  in  antici¬ 
pation  of  trouble  between  gays 
and  the  conservative  Christians 
and  Jews. 

Several  groups,  among  them  the 
Catholic  War  Veterans  and  the 
Rabbinical  Alliance  of  the  United 


States  had  been  denied  an  injunc¬ 
tion  to  stop  the  march,  which  they 
contended  would  “desecrate”  the 
steps  of  the  Cathedral.  The 
Catholic  group,  in  particular,  pro¬ 
tested  that  a  “God  is  gay”  banner 
had  been  unfurled  on  Cathedral 
steps  in  past  years. 

A  beefed-up  police  patrol 
around  the  Cathedral  seemed  ner¬ 


vous  and  jumpy,  and  several  news¬ 
people  were  harassed,  including  a 
film  crew  from  ABC  news,  a 
photographer  from  the  Advocate 
and  this  reporter. 

As  the  contingent  from  Dignity, 
a  gay  Catholic’s  group,  approach¬ 
ed  the  steps  of  the  Cathedral,  a 
large  banner  reading  “Knock  and 
it  will  be  opened”  was  unfurled. 
About  300  marchers  stopped  in 
front  of  the  Cathedral  to  chant 
“Open  it!”. 

As  pro-gay  Catholic  priests 
stopped  to  address  the  crowd, 
anti-gay  protesters  across  the 
street  brandished  signs  reading 
“Jesus  replaces  old  lifestyles  with 
new  life”  and  “Don’t  destroy 
America  for  your  lust”  and  “Stop 
the  immoral  conspiricy  at  City 
Hall”  and  “1  million  ex-gays 
broke  it  —  you  can  too !”  But  only 
taunts  and  jeers  were  exchanged 
between  the  two  groups  of 
demonstrators. 

At  the  rally  downtown,  politics 
was  in  evidence  as  well.  A  high 
point  of  the  rally  was  the  speech 
delivered  by  Ginny  Apuzzo,  exec¬ 
utive  director  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force.  “Before  gay  pride, 
there  was  gay  and  lesbian  rage,” 
said  Apuzzo.  “We  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  and  damn  good  reason  to  be 
in  touch  with  that  rage  for  the  se¬ 
cond  Stonewall.”  Apuzzo  called 
for  a  gay  community  center,  “with 
no  more  bullshit  about  it.” 

Referring  to  an  editorial  in  the 


Bv  Larry  Goldsmith 

BURLINGTON,  VT  —  Lesbi¬ 
ans  and  gay  men  in  this  northern 
Vermont  city  celebrated  their  first 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  Day  on 
June  25  as  500  people  gathered  for 
a  rally  in  front  of  City  Hall,  then 
marched  through  the  center  of 
town. 

Plans  for  the  march  had  pro¬ 
voked  a  wave  of  controversy 
which  found  expression  in  articles, 
an  editorial  and  numerous  letters 
to  the  editor  of  the  Burlington  Free 
Press.  The  debate  reached  a  peak 
when  the  city  Board  of  Aldermen 
[sic]  voted  6  to  5  on  June  14  to 
issue  a  resolution  recognizing  the 
day’s  events.  A  week  later  the 
Board  blocked  a  bid  by  a  coalition 
of  Christian  groups  to  rescind  the 


proclamation. 

The  Free  Press  responded  with 
an  editorial  decrying  the  resolu¬ 
tion.  “The  aldermen’s  action  is  a 
patent  endorsement  of  the  cause  of 
gay  rights,”  the  paper  claimed. 
“In  going  beyond  the  practice  of 
issuing  a  permit  for  the  event,  the 
aldermanic  majority  has  embarked 
on  a  brambled  path  where  it  can  be 
stung  by  the  thorns  of  constituent 
disapproval  and  the  demands  of 
other  groups  for  similar  proclama¬ 
tions.” 

The  Free  Press  followed  the 
editorial  with  a  tide  of  letters,  most 
condemning  homosexuality  on  the 
basis  of  Christian  beliefs,  pub¬ 
lished  on  the  day  before  and  the 
day  of  the  rally  and  march. 


“The  shit  really  hit  the  fan  this 
week,”  local  lesbian  activist  Peggy 
Luhrs  told  the  rally.  “The  city 
came  out  with  a  proclamation  and 
guess  who  came  out  of  the  closet? 
The  homophobes!” 

“If  the  warmongers,  the  witch- 
burners — the  ones  who  hate  gays 
but  don’t  mind  war  or  starving 
children — don’t  like  us,  we  must 
be  doing  something  right,”  Luhrs 
added. 

Many  Burlington  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  particularly  unnerved  by 
the  homophobic  letters  in  the  Free 
Press,  expressed  fear  that  coming 
out  for  the  rally  and  march  might 
lose  them  their  homes  or  their 
jobs.  Burlington,  although  it  is 


Conti imed  on  page  1 1 

Not  the  Usual  March 


By  Larry  Goldsmith 

There  is  a  tendency  among 
Bostonians  to  consider  their 
own  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
march  almost  as  a  dress  rehear¬ 
sal.  Oh,  we  focus  on  our  local 
struggles,  we  have  our  own  local 
brand  of  fun,  and  this  year  the 
appearance  of  sunshine  brought 
a  record  18,000  of  us  out  into 
the  streets.  But  it’s  not  acciden¬ 
tal  that  the  Boston  Pride  Com¬ 
mittee  always  schedules  the 
march  for  the  weekend  before 
the  New  York  City  march;  the 
committee  knows  that  while  no 
one  would  miss  the  event  here  at 
home,  many  of  us  also  want  to 
reserve  that  next  weekend  for 
the  Really  Big  One. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  took  a  bus 
out  to  the  western  Massachu¬ 
setts  town  of  Northampton 
(pop.  30,000)  to  cover  one  of  the 
first  marches  of  the  season. 
Threats  of  violence  at  that  event 
never  materialized,  but  the  sun 
did,  for  the  first  time  this  year  in 
these  cold  latitudes.  And  despite 
the  fact  that,  for  me,  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  marches  for  the 


last  three  years  have  meant  not 
so  much  liberation  as  long  hours 
of  scribbling,  I  enjoyed  myself. 
For  the  Northampton  march 
had  something  all  the  marches 


There  were  fancy  meetings  in 
Burlington  and  all  over  the  coun¬ 
try  for  Pride  Day.  See  the  center- 
spread  for  more  pictures. 


I’ve  been  to  in  Boston,  New 
York  and  Los  Angeles  have 
missed:  a  special  sense  of  unity 
among  the  courageous  queers 
marching  through  the  streets  of 
a  small  town. 

This  year,  when  Boston  Pride 
was  over  and  everyone  in  town 
seemed  to  be  heading  for  New 
York,  I  bought  a  bus  ticket  and 
travelled  in  the  opposite  direc¬ 
tion,  to  the  first  annual  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  march  and  rally 
in  Burlington,  Vermont  (pop. 
38,000).  Nobody  had  any  idea 
who  might  show  up,  and  a  rash 
of  letters  in  a  local  newspaper 
threatening  hellfire  and 
brimstone  had  raised  the  level  of 
anxiety  and  paranoia.  For  un¬ 
like  a  big-city  march,  where  one 
has  a  reasonable  chance  of  sur¬ 
viving  the  day  with  one’s 
anonymity  intact,  the  march  to 
Burlington  City  Hall  was  lined 
with  faces  all  familiar  to  one 
another. 

“I  don’t  know  why  they 
bother  to  march  anymore  in 
(  Dniinited  on  page  13 


More  National  Pride  on  Page  8 


Health  Conference  and  F orum  F ocus  on  AIDS 


By  J.B.  Molaghan  RN,  ANP 

DENVER  —  Nearly  400  health 
care  professionals  attended  the 
fifth  national  Lesbian/Gay  Health 
Conference  which  was  held  in 
Denver  Colorado  June  9-12  1983, 
in  conjunction  with  the  second  na¬ 
tional  Forum  on  Acquired  Im¬ 
mune  Deficiency  Syndrome 
(AIDS).  This  exciting  conference 
was  co-sponsored  by  the  National 
Gay  Health  Education  Founda¬ 
tion,  Inc.  (NGHEF),  the 
American  Association  of  Physi¬ 
cians  for  Human  Rights 
(AAPHR),  and  the  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Health  Alliance  of  Denver, 
Inc. 

The  conference  attracted  a 
diverse  group  of  doctors,  nurses, 
physician  assistants,  mental  health 
workers  and  consumers  from 
throughout  the  United  States  as 
well  as  delegates  from  Norway, 
Holland  and  Australia.  The  theme 
“Health  Pioneering  in  the  80’s,” 
was  illustrated  by  the  hard  work 
put  into  four  days  of  networking, 
arguments,  discussions  and  resolu¬ 
tions. 

The  second  national  Forum  on 
AIDS  began  June  9  with  a 
welcome  by  conference  organizers 
Dan  Pfeffer,  Fran  Miller,  Jeff 
Richards  and  Helen  Scheitinger 


RN,  who  co-chaired  the  AIDS 
forum.  Scheitinger  addressed  the 
issue  of  homophobia  and  AIDS 
and  cited  instances  as  drastic  as 
“people  who  are  thin. .  .suspected 
as  persons  having  AIDS.” 

A  main  concern  of  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  the  negative  stigma  being 
attached  to  AIDS  and  the  gay/les¬ 
bian  community.  The  need  to  re¬ 
spond  to  recent  national  press 
coverage  that  implied  AIDS  can  be 
spread  through  casual  household 
contact  was  addressed. 

Several  leading  medical  authori¬ 
ties  spoke  at  the  AIDS  forum.  Dr. 
James  Curran,  head  of  the  Centers 
for  Disease  Control  (CDC)  task 
force  on  AIDS,  pointed  out  that 
many  cities  not  yet  affected  by 
AIDS  have  had  the  advantage  of 
being  able  to  plan  for  the  future. 
Dr.  Curran  projected  that  the 
AIDS  problem  will  continue  to  in¬ 
crease  for  sexually  active  gay  men 
with  multiple  partners  especially  in 
areas  not  yet  hard  hit  by  AIDS. 

The  blood  policy  subcommittee 
encouraged  “education  to  allow 
blood  donors  to  voluntarily  screen 
themselves  for  risk  of  potentially 
transmissable  diseases  and  to 
strongly  discourage  intrusive 
forms  of  donor  interviewing  about 


sexual  preference  and  behavior.” 

The  public  policy  workshops 
outlined  several  recommendations 
regarding  the  Federal  Govern¬ 
ment’s  passive  attitude  towards 
AIDS,  outlined  a  gay  clients  (pa¬ 
tients)  Bill  of  Rights  and  identified 
community  needs,  concluding  that 
“homophobia  is  the  major  threat 
to  our  health  and  that  we  must 
struggle  against  internalized 
homophobia  as  we  strive  for  Gay 
and  Lesbian  wellness.” 

.  A  bit  of  controversy  flared  up 
just  before  Thursday’s  lunch 
break.  Apparently,  “an  unidenti¬ 
fied  hotel  employee”  at  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Tower  Inn,  where  the  confer¬ 
ence  was  held,  directed  that  the 
words  “Gay”,  “Lesbian”  and 
“AIDS”  not  appear  on  any  signs 
in  the  lobby.  Although  Harold 
Levin,  general  manager  of  the  Inn 
and  Dr.  Paul  Paroski,  a  con¬ 
ference  organizer  agreed  that  a 
series  of  misinterpretations  had 
taken  place,  “Levin  said  he  be¬ 
lieved  that  because  AIDS  is  feared 
and  little  understood,  he  didn’t 
want  to  cause  other  guests  undue 
concern,  but  had  no  intention  of 
barring  the  use  of  the  acronym.” 
(Denver  Post  June  10,  1983.) 

By  voice  vote,  conference  goers 


decided  to  boycott  all  hotel  related 
services,  including  the  restaurants. 
The  boycott  ended  two  hours 
later,  after  300  plus  lunches  were 
bought  elsewhere,  when  the  lobby 
bulletin  board  included  “AIDS 
Forum.” 

One  of  the  most  controversial 
workshops  attended  was  entitled 
“Making  Changes  in  Sexual 
Mores.”  No  consensus  was  reach¬ 
ed  for  a  “model  of  healthful  sex¬ 
ual  behavior,”  however  strategies 
were  discussed  and  debated  on 
“implementation  and  acceptance 
of  positive  changes  in  sexuality.” 

Dr.  Steve  Follansbee  and  Grace 
Lusby  RN,  lead  a  discussion  on  in¬ 
fection  control.  Most  participants 
agreed  that  persons  with  AIDS 
have  been  overly  isolated  in 
hospital  and  social  environments. 
Guidelines  were  developed  to  in¬ 
sure  the  safety  of  the  staff  caring 
for  persons  with  AIDS  and  to  pre¬ 
vent  extreme  isolation  of  them. 
Two  people  with  AIDS  attending 
the  workshop  sa:d  that  the  chances 
are  much  higher  of  a  “healthy  per¬ 
son”  giving  a  person  with  AIDS  a 
harmful  infection,  than  persons 
with  AIDS  infectng  a  “healthy 
person.” 

The  most  moving  and  signifi¬ 


cant  portion  of  the  conference,  for 
many,  was  meeting  with  people 
with  AIDS.  For  so  long,  we  have 
dealt  with  AIDS  from  an  intellec¬ 
tual  standpoint,  excluding  emo¬ 
tional  reaction.  At  the  closing  of 
the  conference  fourteen  men  with 
AIDS  addressed  the  general  as¬ 
sembly  with  recommendations  for 
health  care  professionals  including 
coming  out  to  their  patients  with 
AIDS.  They  urged  replacing  the 
label  of  “victims,”  which  implies 
defeat  and  said  that  people  with 
AIDS  “are  only  occasional  pa¬ 
tients”  which  implies  passivity, 
helplessness  and  dependence  upon 
the  care  of  others. 

An  emotional,  moving  visuali¬ 
zation  process  was  lead  by  a  per-^ 
son  with  AIDS  with  all  partici¬ 
pants  holding  hands  and  “pictur¬ 
ing  our  hearts  as  a  glowing  golden 
light  filled  with  love  spilling  out  to 
others.” 

Virginia  Apuzzo,  executive 
director  of  the  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF)  closed  the  confer¬ 
ence  stating,  “My  dear  brothers, 
thank  you  so  much  for  helping  to 
fill  the  dark  hole  that  has  for  so 
long  separated  us.” 


Keith  Labasbas 
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News  Notes 


quote  of  the  week 

“For  all  the  fancy  language  of  ambitious  political 
candidates,  and  all  the  temporary  executive  orders  of 
lip-serving  political  victors,  we  have  always  been  out¬ 
laws,  political  outlaws  to  the  Hetero-male  and  his 
many  systems  of  law-and-order,  political  outlaws  pre¬ 
sumed  to  be  secondary  —  along  with  every  creature 
other  than  his  own  narrowly-defined,  egocentrically- 
competitive,  territorially-aggressive  self  and,  so  of 
course,  necessarily  inferior.  .  .Perhaps  it  is  time  we 
truly  came  forth  as  a  Separate  People  whose  time  has 
come  to  let  others  try  to  prove  us  wrong,  for  a  change 
—  if  they  can!” 

—  Radical  faerie  and  co-founder  of  the  Matta- 
chine  Society,  Harry  Hay,  in  remarks  at  the  Cincirnati, 
Ohio  Pride  Rally  June  19,  1983. 


oh,  it’s  him  again 

PLACERVILLE,  CA  —  Remember  John  Briggs? 
He’s  the  former  California  state  senator  whose 
crusades  against  queers  and  for  tougher  death 
penalties  brought  him  fame.  The  Briggs  Initiative, 
which  would  have  made  it  illegal  for  gays  or  lesbians 
to  teach  in  public  schools  or  for  anyone  to  portray 
homosexuality  in  a  positive  light  in  schools,  was 
defeated  by  a  massive  statewide  coalition  effort  in 
1978. 

Briggs  was  recently  charged  with  a  misde¬ 
meanor  in  a  rifle-shooting  incident  at  his  home, 
according  to  the  Sacramento  Bee.  Apparently  a  pro¬ 
cess  server  went  to  Briggs’  home  to  serve  him  a  sum¬ 
mons  arising  from  a  disputed  plumbing  bill.  Briggs 
fired  a  shot  in  the  direction  of  Chuck  Putney,  the 
server,  after  arguing  about  Putney’s  right  to  go  onto 
his  property  to  deliver  the  legal  papers. 

The  district  attorney  decided  that  the  offense 
was  only  a  misdemeanor,  even  though  it  could  have 
warranted  a  state  prison  term,  because  Briggs  wasn’t 
really  trying  to  shoot  Putney. 


mishima’s  life  to  be  preserved  on 
celluloid 

TOYKO  —  Filmmaker  Francis  Ford  Coppola  has 
announced  his  next  project  —  a  film  biography  of 
Japanese  novelist  Yukio  Mishima,  according  to  the 
Washington  Blade.  Mishima,  ardent  militarist  and  ar¬ 
dent  homosexual,  committed  ritual  suicide  in  1970. 
The  film  will  be  in  Japanese  and  shot  on  location  in 
Japan. 

Coppola  said  about  the  project,  “This  unique 
man  who  made  his  life  his  art  appeals  to  many  of  my 
friends  and  associates  in  the  United  States.” 


“Hikers  for  Life”  at  the  Blue  Hills  Reservation  in  Milton, 
Mass.  Sponsored  by  the  Chiltern  Mountain  Club,  the  hike 
raised  $8000  in  donations  and  pledges  for  Boston’s  AIDS 
Action  Committee. 


grnl’s  field  director  resigns 

WASHINGTON  —  The  Gay  Rights  National  Lob¬ 
by  (GRNL)  has  announced  the  resignation  of  Susan 
Green,  field  director,  effective  September  1.  In  a  press 
statement,  Green  said  her  decision  is  “not  a  reflec¬ 
tion  of  my  feelings  for  the  organization  or  its  leader.” 

Green  has  been  credited  with  developing  GRNL’s 
grassroots  network,  thought  by  some  to  be  the  most 
effective  in  the  country. 

GRNL  will  accept  resumes  for  the  post  until  July 
25.  Annual  salary  is  $16,000.  For  information,  call 
(202)  545-1801. 


anti-gay  cartoon  provokes  protests 

WASHINGTON  —  An  editorial  cartoon  depicting 
presidential  contender  Walter  Mondale  reversing  his 
support  for  gay  rights  because  of  AIDS  drew  vehem¬ 
ent  protests  from  70  Washington  Times  staffpeople, 
according  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

In  the  cartoon,  a  caricatured  Mondale  is  saying 
to  a  campaign  staff  member,  “With  the  AIDS  scare  on 
the  rise,  we’ll  have  to  start  handling  the  Gay  issue 
with  kid  gloves.”  The  staff  member  replies,  “Rubber 
gloves  would  be  more  like  it,  sir.” 

The  objecting  staff  members,  many  of  them 
news  room  employees,  signed  a  petition  of  protest 
and  delivered  it  to  the  deputy  managing  editor  on 
June  15.  On  June  16,  the  paper  published  an  editorial 
sympathetic  to  people  with  AIDS  • 

The  cartoon  was  also  crircized  by  such  diverse 
groups  as  the  Mondale  presidential  campaign,  the 
National  Conservative  Political  Action  Committee 
and  the  DC  Gay  Activist  Alliance. 


houston’s  mayor  in  trouble  over  a.i.d.s. 
allocation 

HOUSTON  —  Mayor  Kathy  Whitmire,  elected  18 
months  ago  with  significant  gay  support,  is  in  hot 
fiscal  waters  in  her  hometown,  according  to  the  New 
York  Times. 

Sanitation  workers  and  police  have  staged  noisy 
disruptive  demonstrations  lately,  protesting  work 
rules  and  pay  increase  limits.  A  $2.3  billion  transit 
system  bond  issue  was  overwhelmingly  defeated  and 
she  has  laid  off  400  city  employees  because  of  the 
budget  deficit. 

On  top  of  all  this,  Whitmire  is  under  fire  for  hav¬ 
ing  budgeted  $88,000  to  collect  data  and  mount  an 
education  program  to  fight  AIDS  in  Houston.  There 
are  25  cases  of  AIDS  in  that  city,  which  has  a  sizable 
gay  male  population. 


mock  die-in  part  of  july  4  peace 
extravaganza 

BOSTON  —  If  you’re  in  Waterfront  Park  on  July  4, 
keep  your  eyes  peeled  for  a  mock  die-in  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  deaths  of  women  in  the  nuclear  attack 
on  Hiroshima.  The  die-in  is  just  one  event  of  a  peace 
extravaganza  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Women’s  En¬ 
campment  for  a  Future  of  Peace  and  Justice.  A  rally 
begins  at  10  a.m.  on  the  Common,  followed  by  a 
march  to  Waterfront  Park.  It’s  all  for  a  nuke-free 
Boston  Harbor  and  in  solidarity  with  the  Women’s 
Peace  Encampment  at  Seneca,  NY,  which  opens  on 
the  same  day. 


task  force  and  reagan  aides  discuss 
a.i.d.s.  funding 

WASHINGTON  —  In  a  meeting  to  press  for  more 
AIDS  funding,  representatives  of  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  (NGTF),  the  head  of  the  AIDS/KS  Founda¬ 
tion,  a  man  with  AIDS  and  Reagan  administration 
aides  conferred  on  June  21. 

The  meeting  was  originally  slated  to  take  place 
at  the  Old  Executive  Office  Building,  but  was  moved 
to  the  Department  of  Health  and  Human  Services 
(HHS).  A  White  House  spokesman  said  the  move  was 
only  made  to  accommodate  HHS  officials,  and  had 
nothing  to  do  with  squeamishness  about  members  of 
the  gay  community  meeting  with  Reagan  aides,  ac¬ 
cording  to  the  Washington  Blade. 

Representing  NGTF  were  Virginia  Apuzzo,  the 
executive  director,  and  Jeff  Levi,  director  of  the 
Washington  office.  Dr.  Marcus  Conant  of  the  AIDS/KS 
Foundation  of  San  Francisco  and  Michael  Callen,  the 
co-founder  of  Gay  Men  with  AIDS  were  also  present. 
Representing  the  administration  were  Judi  Buckalew, 
a  Reagan  aide  on  health  matters,  and  Thomas  Don¬ 
nelly,  assistant  secretary  of  health  for  legislative  af¬ 
fairs  and  two  other  HHS  officials. 

Apuzzo  and  Levi  told  the  Reagan  aides  that  $100 
million  is  needed  in  fiscal  year  1984  to  fight  AIDS. 
Apuzzo  also  requested  a  meeting  between  NGTF  and 
HHS  secretary  Margaret  Heckler. 

Callen  also  pressed  for  more  AIDS  funding,  say¬ 
ing  “I  am  who  you  are  talking  about.” 


girth  and  mirth 

NEW  YORK  —  The  Girth  and  Mirth  Club,  host  of  a 
July  4th  weekend  convention  for  gay  male  chubbies 
and  their  friends  was  formed  in  1978  to  provide  a 
social  setting  where  fat  gay  men  can  meet  without 
the  threat  of  ridicule.  The  club  is  managed  by  a  board 
of  directors  elected  by  its  membership  of  300.  The 
club  issues  a  monthly  newsletter  with  a  completely 
confidential  mailing  list.  For  more  information,  write 
the  Girth  and  Mirth  Club,  c/o  DMS,  Box  513,  132  W. 
24th  St.,  NY,  NY  10011. 


‘grey  lady’  to  be  scorned 


NEW  YORK  —  A  boycott  of  the  New  York  Times 
has  been  called  for  Sunday,  July  3  by  a  group  called 
Operation  “Fit  to  Print.”  In  advertisements  in  gay/les¬ 
bian  publications  and  in  an  article  in  the  New  York 
Post,  the  group  is  urging  that  people  boycott  the 
Times  that  day  to  tell  them  “we  exist  and  that  our  con¬ 
cerns  are  fit  to  print.” 

Originally  scheduled  for  Sunday,  June  19,  the 
boycott  was  changed  to  July  3  so  that  it  would  take 
place  on  the  Sunday  after  the  gay  pride  march,  at 
which  organizers  hoped  to  gather  petition  signatures 
and  support  for  the  boycott. 

In  an  ad,  Operation  “Fit  to  Print”  said  ‘“All  the 
News  That’s  Fit  to  Print,’  the  New  York  Times  puts  its 
mandate  on  every  front  page.  But  when  it  comes  to 
news  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  its  silence  is 
deafening ....  Imagine  what  will  happen  if  every  gay 
and  lesbian  who  reads  the  Times  —  just  this  once  — 
doesn’t”. 


a.i.d.s.  notes 

A  private  medical  foundation  has  been  establish¬ 
ed  to  support  scientists  in  their  research  efforts  to 
determine  the  causes  of,  treatments  and  preventative 
measures  for  AIDS.  The  New  York-based  AIDS 
Medical  Foundation  will  be  headed  by  virologist  Dr. 
Joseph  A.  Sonnabend.  Initial  funding  has  been  con¬ 
tributed  by  the  Mathilde  and  Arthur  B.  Krim  Founda¬ 
tion. 

The  AIDS  Medical  Foundation  will  seek  funding 
from  the  government,  private  individuals  and  cor¬ 
porate  donors.  The  Foundation’s  chairman  (sic)  Dr. 
Mathilde  Krim,  said,  “Our  intention  is  to  see  that  the 
maximum  possible  proportion  of  contributions 
received  will  go  directly  to  research.  Overhead  arid 

staff  expenses  will  be  kept  to  a  minimum.” 

♦  *  * 

Bishop  Paul  Moore,  Jr.  of  the  Episcopal  Diocese 
of  New  York,  spoke  at  a  New  York  press  conference 
called  to  warn  against  AIDS  panic.  Moore  said,  “Un¬ 
derneath  the  panic  about  AIDS  itself  is  an  unresolved 
anger  and  fear  and  a  looking  down  upon  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  and  the  Haitian  community.” 

*  *  * 

Funeral  directors  in  New  York  state  who  are 
refusing  to  embalm  the  bodies  of  persons  who  die  of 
AIDS  could  lose  their  licenses  under  legislation  intro¬ 
duced  on  June  22,  according  to  the  New  York  Daily 
News.  The  bill  was  introduced  by  Gov.  Mario  Cuomo 
as  part  of  a  program  for  adequate  care  and  dignified 
burial  for  people  with  AIDS 

Recently,  a  state  association  of  undertakers 
recommended  that  its  members  refuse  to  embalm  the 
bodies  of  people  who  died  of  AIDS  until  the  govern¬ 
ment  establishes  guidelines  for  safe  handling  of  the 
bodies.  Although  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  same 
procedures  used  in  the  embalming  of  bodies  of  peo¬ 
ple  who  died  of  hepatitis  B  would  be  adequate  protec¬ 
tion  from  AIDS,  the  association  has  not  changed  its 
recommendation. 

*  *  * 

Several  major  blood  banks  are  reporting  a  drop  in 
donations  which  they  attribute  to  a  “national 
hysteria”  about  AIDS,  according  to  the  Washington 
Post.  A  center  in  Detroit  reported  a  33%  drop,  in  New 
York  a  12%  drop,  and  in  Chicago  a  10%  drop.  An  of¬ 
ficial  at  the  Southeast  Chapter  of  the  American  Red 
Cross  in  Detroit  described  supplies  as  “critically 
low.” 


This  week’s  News  Notes  compiled  by  Sue  Hyde. 
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AIDS  Lobby  and  EducationProiect  Proposed 

Rv  Dphi  /  n w  V  * 


By  Debi  Law 

DENVER  —  As  another  exam¬ 
ple  of  the  gay  community’s  leader¬ 
ship  role  in  dealing  with  the  AIDS 
crisis,  health  care  workers  and  or¬ 
ganizers  at  the  AIDS  Forum  in 
Denver  outlined  a  national  agenda 
with  a  specific  plan  of  action.  And 
representatives  of  38  national  and 
local  AIDS-related  organizations 
established  a  federation  of  groups 
doing  AIDS  work. 

The  purpose  of  the  national 
group  is  “to  include  information¬ 
sharing  at  all  levels,  [to  avoid] 
duplicative  efforts  and  [to  for¬ 
mulate]  policy  guidelines  for 
unified  action  nationwide.”  The 
federation  is  now  being  directed  by 
an  interim  steering  committee, 
composed  of  representatives  from 
seven  city-based  AIDS  organiza¬ 
tions:  one  each  from  Los  Angeles, 
New  York,  San  Francisco,  Den¬ 
ver,  Atlanta,  Philadelphia  and 
Houston;  the  following  national 
organizations:  National  Gay 
Health  Education  Foundation 
(NGHEF),  National  Gay  Task 
Force  (NGTF),  the  newly  formed 
Women’s  AIDS  Network,  and 
AAPHR;  and  three  persons  with 
AIDS. 

Two  federation  projects  under¬ 
taken  immediately  are  the  estab¬ 
lishment  of  an  office  to  lobby  for 
AIDS-related  research  funds  and 
the  establishment  of  a  resources 
and  information  clearinghouse. 

The  AIDS  federation’s  lobbying 
project,  with  a  planned  annual 
budget  of  $200,000  was  created  to 
coordinate  the  effort  to  produce 
additional  congressional  alloca¬ 
tions  for  AIDS  research.  The 
Washington-based .  project  is  a 
cooperative  effort  of  the  newly- 
formed  AIDS  federation,  NGTF, 
and  the  Gay  Rights  National  Lob¬ 
by  (GRNL).  GRNL’s  AIDS  lobby¬ 
ing  task  force  will  act  in  a  suppor¬ 
tive  role  to  the  soon-to-be-hired 
AIDS  federation  lobbyist. 

News  Analysis 

Paul  Popham,  president  and 
chairperson  of  the  Gay  Men’s 
Health  Crisis  (GMHG)  in  New 
York  told  the  political  strategies 
workshop  that  the  creation  of  a 
lobbying  project  to  hire  the  AIDS 
iobbyist  was  the  single-most  im¬ 
portant  piece  of  work  to  be  done. 
It  was  stated  several  times 
throughout  the  weekend  that  the 
lobbying  effort  would  proceed 
with  or  without  the  federation. 
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Virginia  Apuzzo  applauds  a  group  of  men  with  AIDS  for  a  moving 
presentation  at  the  Gay  Health  Conference. 


The  $200,00  to  be  raised  na¬ 
tionally  will  pay  the  salary  of  a 
professional  lobbyist,  a  support 
staff  of  three  persons  and  office 
expenses.  GMHC  pledged  $40,000 
for  the  first  year,  with  NGTF 
agreeing  to  raise  $20,000.  The  re¬ 
maining  seven  steering  committee 
members  pledged  fron\$10  to  $20 
thousand  to  the  project.  There  was 
no  question  about  the  ability  to 
raise  the  needed  capital. 

The  federation’s  resource/in¬ 
formation  project  was  outlined  in 
a  separate  resolution.  Established 
for  municipal  AIDS  groups,  the 
project  will  assist  in  the  sharing  of 
information  and  expertise.  Ron 
Vachon,  executive  director  of 
NGHEF,  is  to  be  hired  as  the  in¬ 
terim  director  and  will  develop  a 
budget  and  long-range  plans  for 
the  educational  arm  of  the  AIDS 
federation.  Vachon  is  to  make 
recommendations  to  the  perma¬ 
nent  steering  committee  of  the 
AIDS  federation  at  their  August 
meeting  in  New  York  City. 

Two  special  interest  networks 
that  formed  during  the  forum  and 
conference  had  a  profound  effect 
on  the  course  of  the  weekend  and 
perhaps  even  the  future  of  AIDS 
work.  In  a  mutually  supportive  at¬ 
mosphere  the  Women’s  AIDS 
Network  and  the  persons  with 
AIDS  group  asserted  that  they 
need  to  be  represented  in  organiza¬ 
tions  and  in  positions  of  leadership 
both  nationally  and  locally. 

Michael  Callan,  founder  of  Gay 
Men  with  AIDS  in  New  York  City 
applauded  the  involvement  of 
women  because  they  offer  “en¬ 
couragement  and  hope.” 


The  women  who  founded  the 
network  want  to  ensure  that 
women  working  on  AIDS  will 
have  access  to  information  and 
contribute  to  national  strategies. 

They  stated  in  the  founding 
resolution,  “As  women,  lesbian 
and  heterosexual,  we  have  much  to 
share,  much  to  offer,  much  to 
teach,  [and]  much  to  learn. 
Women,  as  community  and  health 
activists,  have  coordinated  suc¬ 
cessful  strategies  to  establish  grass¬ 
roots  educational  and  service 
organizations.  We  have  a  history 
of  working  within  and  challenging 
the  health  care  system.  We  en- 
.courage  men  to  learn  from  our  ex¬ 
perience  and  call  on  them  to  deal 
with  their  sexism  as  we  work 
together.” 

One  of  the  proposed  actions  of 
the  network  is  to  “involve  the  les¬ 
bian  and  feminist  communities  in 
the  AIDS  issue  and  to  encourage 
and  promote  [their]  active  par¬ 
ticipation  in  local  organizations.” 

It  is  quite  obvious  that  the  gay 
white  men  who  are  directing  the 
AIDS  movement,  many  doctors 
among  them,  have  never  been 
health  activists  or  cut  out  of  the 
health  care  system.  Women  have 
long  been  victimized  by  the 
medical  establishment  and,  in  a 
creative  response,  have  formed  in¬ 
stitutions,  networks  and  shared 
skills  to  demystify  health  care  and 
challenge  medical  practice  and 
philosophy.  Gay  men  have  for  the 
most  part  not  done  this.  Due  to 
class  options  and  male  privilege 
many  have  not  recognized  the 
pathological  nature  of  the  health 


Governor  Flipflops 
On  AIDS  Funding  Bill 


By  Bob  Nelson 
ALBANY  —  While  gay  people 
were  showing  their  pride  in  New 
York  City,  state  officials  were  per¬ 
forming  political  somersaults  on 
funding  for  AIDS  research. 

In  Albany,  the  Thursday  before 
the  march,  Gov.  Mario  Cuomo 
said  that  he  would  be  unable  to 
support  a  $5.25  million  funding 
bill  that  had  passed  the  state 
Senate  by  a  vote  of  54-0.  “It’s  a 
very  good  bill  if  you  have  the  $5 
million,”  Cuomo  said.  “1  don’t 
have  it.  It’s  not  there.” 

Just  the  day  before,  Cuomo  had 
released  a  report  by  a  state  task 
force  on  AIDS  and  had  agreed 
with  the  report’s  recommenda¬ 
tions  for  expanded  laboratory 
facilities  and  patient  care,  in¬ 
creased  public  education  and 
monitoring  the  blood- supplies  to 
ensure  that  AIDS  is  not  trans¬ 
mitted  by  transfusion. 

Later  on  Thursday,  in  com¬ 
ments  about  a  newly-founded 
private  foundation,  the  AIDS 
Medical  Foundation,  Cuomo 
described  AIDS  as  “a  savage  killer 
that  struck  at  us  without  warning 
and  which  is  destroying  hundreds 
of  people  without  mercy.” 

Since  leaders  of  the  state 


Assembly  said  they  would  not  act 
on  the  AIDS  bill  until  money  could 
be  found  for  it,  Cuomo’s  opposi¬ 
tion  effectively  stalled  the  legisla¬ 
tion,  which  would  provide  $4.5 
million  in  research  grants, 
$600,000  in  community  assistance 
grants  for  AIDS  people,  and 
$150,000  for  public  education.  An 
AIDS  institute  to  examine  funding 
proposals  would  be  created  inde¬ 
pendently  of  the  lethargic  state  De¬ 
partment  of  Health,  which  had 
made  no  request  for  AIDS  funding 
in  its  1983  budget.  And  an  AIDS 
advisory  council  would  disperse 
funds  for  public  education  and 
community  service,  to  address,  for 
example,  fears  among  prison 
guards  that  they  might  contract 
AIDS  from  prisoners  and  the  re¬ 
fusal  of  a  state’s  morticians  asso¬ 
ciation  to  handle  the  bodies  of 
AIDS  victims. 

The  sponsor  of  the  bill,  Sen. 
Roy  Goodman,  (R-Manhattan) 
issued  a  press  release  detailing  the 
possible  areas  of  the  $31  billion 
state  budget  that  could  be  tapped 
for  funding,  including  $4.5  million 
governmental  emergencies,  $8 
million  for  new  cars  for  state  of¬ 
ficials,  $1  million  for  TV  ads  pro¬ 


moting  the  state  and  $5. 1  billion  in 
general  purpose  state  funds.  “I 
think  our  release  may  have  embar¬ 
rassed  the  governor  quite  a  bit,” 
said  Mort  Lawrence,  Goodman’s 
press  aide. 

Sources  at  the  National  Gay 
Task  Force  said  that  director  Gin- 
ny  Apuzzo  had  received  a  tele¬ 
phone  call  from  the  governor  on 
Friday  morning,  but  was  unble  to 
fully  voice  her  opinions  due  to  the 
presence  of  two  Channel  5  — 
WNEW  reporters  who  were  taping 
an  interview.  But  Apuzzo,  who 
was  unavailable  for  comment,  ap¬ 
parently  returned  Cuomo’s  call 
before  leaving  the  office  on  Fri¬ 
day. 

On  Saturday,  articles  appeared 
in  the  Albany  Times-Union  and 
the  New  York  Post ,  among  other 
papers,  citicizing  Cuomo’s  stand 
on  the  AIDS  funding  bill.  Later 
that  day,  Cuomo  changed  his  opi¬ 
nion,  signaling  Assembly  leaders 
to  go  ahead  with  the  bill. 

“My  impression  is  that  he  be¬ 
came  impressed  with  the  potential 
seriousness  of  the  problem  in  the 
community  at  large,”  said 
Assemblyman  Maurice  Hinchey, 
Continued  on  page  IS 


care  system.  Apolitical  and 
political  men  are  now  reacting  to  a 
crisis  with  energy  and  commit¬ 
ment,  yet  seemingly  void  of  an 
analysis  that  will  make  the  gay 
community  less  vulnerable  to  the 
medical  system  when  this  crisis  has 
passed. 

Persons  with  AIDS  at  the  con¬ 
ference,  gay  men  from  New  York, 
San  Francisco  and  Denver, 
challenged  some  of  the  directions 
now  being  taken.  Speaking  with 
dignity  and  passion  throughout 
the  weekend,  they  reminded 
■  everyone  that  the  AIDS  fight  is  a 
battle  for  lives,  not  turf. 

To  the  distress  of  many  men 
with  AIDS,  they  were  not  included 
in  the  Forum/Conference  plan¬ 
ning.  It  would  seem  that  to  have 
the  most  effective  strategy,  those 
most  affected  by  it  must  be  involv¬ 
ed  in  developing  it.  While  the 
leaders  of  the  AIDS  movement  de¬ 
mand  this  from  other  organiza¬ 
tions  and  in  others’  decision  mak¬ 
ing,  it  has  been  slow  in  coming 
from  within.  If,  as  Ginny  Apuzzo, 
executive  director  of  NGTF,  said 
in  her  closing  speech,  “Men  with 
AIDS  are  the  trailblazers,”  then 
the  pioneers  are  on  the  wrong 
path. 

Sex  is  a  much-discussed  ad¬ 
junct  to  AIDS  and  this  forum  was 
no  exception.  A  theme  reiterated 
by  several  lesbians  in  attendance 
was  the  need  for  women  to  deal 
with  a  moralistic  aversion  to  and  a 
disgust  with  many  of  the  sexual 
mores  and  practices  of  gay  men. 
At  a  time  of  division  within  the  les¬ 
bian  and  feminist  communities 
about  all  things  sexual,  gay  men 
are  questioning  their  sexual  prac¬ 
tices. 

There  is  sentiment,  among  men 
for  denouncing  their  casual/- 
anonymous/many-partnered  post- 


Stonewall  sex  in  reaction  to  the 
AIDS  crisis,  setting  the  stage  for 
polarization  of  the  men’s  com¬ 
munity  as  well.  A  gay  and/or 
feminist  moral  minority  is  not 
what  is  needed,  but  rather  an  ex¬ 
pansion  of  a  continuum  of  many 
sexual  styles  and  habits. 

The  larger  conference  incor¬ 
porated  some  “AIDS  101” 
workshops  into  a  format  of  health 
concerns  for  the  entire  communi¬ 
ty.  Lesbians  and  gay  health  care 
workers  attended  workshops  on 
donor  insemination,  lesbian  and 
gay  adolescence  and  alcohol  and 
Chemical  dependency. 

The  “baby  boomette”  has  not 
bypassed  the  gay  community,  as  a 
pregnant  dyke,  a  gay  father, 
parental  hopefuls  and  community 
activists  discussed  creative  ways  to 
fulfill  the  desire  to  parent. 

During  the  lesbian  caucus,  the 
need  for  more  time  to  address  the 
specific  health  concerns  of  lesbians 
led  to  a  proposed  lesbian  forum  to 
be  held  in  conjunction  with  the 
1984  conference.  The  need  for 
more  time  was  discussed,  as  well  as 
more  dynamic  workshops  about 
sex,  sexually  transmitted  diseases, 
skill-shaving  and  the  lesbian  health 
movement,  and  mental  health  and 
social/economic  concerns. 

This  year’s  lesbian  component 
paled  in  comparison  to  the  AIDS 
forum  and  other  portions  of  the 
conference.  The  timeliness  and  in¬ 
tensity  of  AIDS  as  an  issue  was  a 
factor.  And  yet  the  challenge  to 
confront  formative  health  issues 
and  to  create  structures  necessary 
to  define  and  meet  lesbian  health 
needs  must  be  met  by  lesbians. 
What  better  place  to  do  that  than 
the  1984  Gay/Lesbian  Health 
Conference,  scheduled  for  June 
16-19  in  New  York  City? 


Man  Gay  Bashed 
Near  Bars 


By  Jil  Clark 

PROVIDENCE,  RI  —  A  gay 
man  who  was  beaten  up  recently  in 
the  vicinity  of  two  gay  bars  here  is 
pressing  charges  against  his 
assailants. 

Six  white  men,  all  about  20  years 
of  age,  assaulted  Glenn  Sheldon 
outside  of  the  Deja  Vu  and  the 
Mirror  Bar  on  the  night  on  June 
21,  Sheldon  said. 

The  men  followed  Sheldon  yell¬ 
ing,  “Are  you  a  faggot?”  Then 
one  of  them  punched  Sheldon  in 
the  face,  knocked  him  to  the 
ground,  and  kicked  him  in  the 
stomach  and  face. 

Sheldon  was  treated  for  a 
broken  nose  at  a  nearby  hospital. 

An  arrest  warrant  has  been 
issued  for  the  man  suspected  of 
doing  most  of  the  beating,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Detective  Joseph  McNulty. 

Sheldon  said  that  the  number  of 
assaults  in  this  area,  which  is  near 
the  downtown  mall,  “has  increas¬ 
ed  three-fold  since  summer  began 
. . .  but  no  case  has  come  to  court 
because  no  one  is  willing  to  testify. 

“Police  told  me  that  every  Fri¬ 
day  and  Saturday  night  gay  men 
are  attacked  outside  of  Deja  Vu  and 
the  Mirror  bar,”  Sheldon  added. 

“People  in  the  bathroom  [of  the 
Mirror  Bar]  where  I  ran  [after  the 
assault]  were  all  aware  of  [the  pro¬ 
blem  with]  queer  bashers.  They 
talked  about  two  particular  groups 
—  one  which  is  all  white,  another 
which  is  all  black,”  said  Sheldon. 

McNulty  confirmed  that  many 
gay  men  are  assaulted  in  the  area, 
although  he  said  he  could  not  tell  if 
the  violence  is  increasing  or  if 
“we’re  just  more  aware  of  it.”  He 
said  he  has  heard  no  reports  of  two 
“gangs”  like  those  Sheldon 
described. 

McNulty  continued,  “It  isn’t  so 
much  preying  on  what  you  would 
call  ‘gay  people.’  It’s  just  that  [in 
taking  the  shortest  route  from  the 


parking  spaces  to  die  bars],  you’re 
going  down  an  alley  where  thereis 
some  construction  going  on  and 
the  lighting  isn’t  that  good.  Any¬ 
body  putting  themselves  in  a  situa¬ 
tion  like  that  is  vulnerable.” 

A  gay  man,  who  said  he  is  not 
the  owner  of  the  Mirror  Bar 
although  several  employees  and 
patrons  refer  to  him  as  such, 
agreed  with  McNulty.  The  man, 
who  asked  that  his  name  not  be 
printed,  added  that  the  assailants 
have  probably  surmised  that  gay 
men  are  relatively  safe  targets 
because  they  are  unlikely  to  report 
the  assault  for  fear  of  getting 
publicity  which  would  associate 
them  with  the  gay  bars. 

Sheldon  blames  the  worsening 
of  the  situation  on  the  non¬ 
response  of  the  bar  owners  and 
employees.  He  said  the  bartender 
at  the  Mirror  bar  the  night  he  was 
beaten  refused  to  phone  a  friend 
for  him  or  call  th?  police. 

The  Mirror  Bar  employee  told 
GCN  that  he  saw  a  man  whose  face 
was  “covered  with  blood  run  in 
the  door  and  in  the  men’s  room . . . 
but  he  didn’t  approach  anybody 
there  for  help. 

“We  wouldn’t  be  reluctant  to 
call  the  police,”  he  said,  then  add¬ 
ed,  “Any  establishment  —  gay  or 
straight  —  has  to  be  concerned 
with  [calling  the  police  too  much]. 
We’ve  seen  state  licenses  be  revok¬ 
ed  because  of  the  number  of  calls 
they  have  to  a  police  force.” 

The  employee  also  said  that  he 
has  “already  tried  to  get  more  pro¬ 
tection”  for  people  walking  in  the 
area.  More  police  have  been 
patrolling  the  neighborhood  on 
foot  in  the  last  month,”  he  said. 
“But  we’re  not  in  a  position  to  be 
too  demanding.  We’re  not  the 
most  welcome  tenants  anywhere  in 
town.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 
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droll  journalism 

Dear  GCN, 

As  a  participant  at  the  recent  Gay  Press 
Association  (GPA)  convention  in  Philadelphia,  I 
was  startled  to  read  your  “news  commentary” 
headlined  “Gay  Press:  Advocacy  versus  Adver¬ 
tisements.”  I  strongly  object  to  QCN’s  extensive 
analysis  of  a  news  event  it  did  not  report  at  all. 

GCN  Managing  Editor  Cindy  Patton’s  “com¬ 
mentary”  is  not  only  factually  inaccurate  but 
blatantly  reprehensible  in  its  distortion.  As  a 
general  rule,  newspapers  do  not  deliberately 
choose  to  run  long  commentaries  on  events  unless 
they  also  run  flat,  accurate  accounts  of  the  news 
event  itself.  This  at  least  preserves  for  the  reader 
her/his  freedom  to  decide  issues  for  her/himself. 

In  this  particular  case,  GCN  has  once  again 
demonstrated  its  gross  disregard  for  any  stan¬ 
dards  of  service  to  its  readers.  Frankly,  the  only 
conclusion  one  can  reach  for  this  type  of  behav¬ 
iour  is  that  its  editorial  staff  would  rather  spoon 
feed  their  own  interpretation  of  our  politics  to 
readers. 

Does  anyone  doubt  why  there  has  been  such  a 
tremendous  response  to  formation  of  a  serious 
competitor  to  GCN  (Bay  Windows)  in  the  Boston 
area?  Can  there  be  any  doubt  as  to  why  so  many 
respected  Boston  gay  activists  are  embarrassed  by 
the  mediocre  quality  of  GOV? 

I  found  especially  amusing  Ms.  Patton’s  asser¬ 
tion  that  the  “GPA  avoided. .  .conflict  altogeth¬ 
er.”  Any  intelligent  being  present  at  GPA’s  con¬ 
vention  could  never  have  reached  such  a  conclu¬ 
sion  unless  they  were  a)  absent  from  a  great  deal 
of  the  convention’s  proceedings,  or,  b)  anxious  to 
willfully  omit  discussion  of  events  that  conflicted 
with  a  so-called  “advocacy”  approach  to  jour¬ 
nalism. 

By  this  definition,  one  reports  only  what  one 
can  advocate.  All  else  is  either  non-existent  or  un¬ 
true. 

Especially  odious  to  me  is  Patton’s  “shocking” 
perception  that  AIDS  was  not  adequately  discuss¬ 
ed  by  conventioneers.  Perhaps  she  has  been  con¬ 
ditioned  by  her  own  paper’s  miserable  attempts  to 
cover  the  health  crisis?  Is  it  possible  that  she  has 
forgotten  (conveniently)  that  GCN  never  even 
provided  front  cover  story  treatment  to  the  health 
crisis  until  the  appearance  of  a  witless  issue  last 
fall? 

Until  now,  I’ve  never  properly  appreciated  the 
creative  bent  GCN  can  focus  on  its  manipulation 
of  the  news.  This  is  a  fairly  droll  approach  to 
journalism  reminiscent  of,  say,  some  bad  Catho¬ 
lic  newspaper  or,  perhaps,  Pravda  and  Investia. 

Most  galling  is  Patton’s  total  silence  on  thesub- 
ject  of  improving  working  conditions  for  the  very 
gay  writers  her  paper  exploits.  Has  she  forgotten 
her  own  woefully  underpaid  staff  or  the  fact  that 
GCN  pays  no  one — just  staff,  hopefully — for  use 
of  their  written  material? 

GCN' s  failure  to  make  any  provision  in  its  10 
year  history  to  support  its  contributing  writers  is 
an  open  scandal  in  the  gay  press.  It  is  no  secret 
that  its  so-called  “Sustainers”  program  has  ab¬ 
solutely  no  intention  of  allocating  any  money 
raised  to  support  these  writers. 

I  suggest  that  GCN’ s  Board  of  Directors  drop 
the  pretense  of  publishing  “a  weekly  for  lesbians 
and  gay  males”  and  finally  admit  that  GCN  is 
merely  a  polemical  journal  prone  to  bad  cultural 
writing,  occasionally  accurate  news,  and  fleeting 
interest  to  the  Boston  community. 

RICH  GRZESIAK 
Senior  Editor 
Philadelphia  Gav  News 

(editor’s  note:  The  goals  and  expenditures  of  the 
Sustainer  Program  have  been  clearly  articulated 
each  year.  The  income  from  the  1982  Sustainer 
Program  went  to  raise  staff  salaries  to  SI35/week 
before  taxes  (each  staff  mettTber  makes  the  same 
amount).  The  1983  progrant  will  help  expand 
GCN  to  20  pages.  Payment  of  staff  and  con¬ 
tributors  is  an  ongoing  concern  at  GCN,  for  both 
practical  and  philosophical  reasons.  GCN  is 
published  by  a  non-profit  corporation,  and  is 
owned  by  the  many  volunteers  who  put  the  paper 
out,  including  volunteer  writers.  While  writers 
are  not  currently  paid,  they  participate  in  and 
vote  on  discussions  about  how  GCN  money  is 
raised  and  spend.  The  Sustainer  Program  and 
every  other  method  of  generating  income  is  ap¬ 
proved  by  members,  many  of  whom  are  in  fact 
the  architects  anil  stamp-tickers  of  the  programs. 
Volunteers,  paid  staff  and  board  work  together  to 
generate  and  allocate  our  budget:  no  one  is  mak¬ 
ing  any  money  off  of  anyone  else ’s  labor. 


judges’  jollies 

Dear  GCN  Prisoner  Project, 

I  just  received  the  sample  copy  of  GCN  today, 
and  I  am  thrilled  very  much! 

1  am  also  having  great  pleasure  from  reading 
the  stories,  especially  about  the  Minneapolis 
District  Court  Judge  Crane  Winston.  Very  in¬ 
teresting  indeed  to  know  how  the  upper  law 
makers  get  their  jollies,  and  get  away  with  it, 
while  the  lower  society  faces  the  terrorism  of  the 
courts  for  'heir  acts! 

Welt,  in  ..ny  case.  I’ll  be  waiting  for  my  next 
copy  of  GCN.  Thanks  a  million! 

Stay  sweet  and  ready, 

Peter  Crooker 
81A877 
Box  B  H5/22 
Dannemora,  NY  12929. 


politics,  good  faith 

To  the  Editor: 

Since  1  stayed  away  from  the  Gay  Press  Associ¬ 
ation  meeting  recently  held  in  Philadelphia,  I 
can’t  judge  whether  Cindy  Patton’s  coverage  of 
that  event  for  GCN  was  fair  and  accurate.  Had  I 
attended  the  event  myself,  I  suspect  1  would  have 
been  as  critical  as  she  was.  In  the  June  1 1  issue  of 
GCN,  Dan  Daniel  wrote,  “Patton’s  self- 
righteous  diatribe  against  the  GPA  is  written 
from  the  standard  GCN  point  of  view  of  setting 
out  a  political  statement  wrapped  in  a  thin,  tat¬ 
tered  cloak  of  journalism.”  He  also  complains 
that  GCN  is  a  forum  for  “biased  tirades”  and 
"dogmatic  polemics.”  GCN,  claims  Daniel,  is  af¬ 
flicted  “with  a  tremendous  staff  turnover  due  to 
unbelievably  low  salaries  and  high  burn-out  fac¬ 
tor.”  He  urges  “a  stronger  commitment  to  ethical 
journalism  rather  than  to  political  proselytizing.” 
Finally,  he  says  that  for  GCN  to  be  respected  by 
readers  and  subscribers  is  not  enough  “as  they 
are,  for  the  most  part,  not  media  professionals. 
Where  is  the  respect  of  GCN’ s  peers  in  the  in¬ 
dustry?” 

There  is  some  truth  in  the  criticisms  which  Dan¬ 
iel  levels  at  GCN.  The  quality  of  writing  in  GCN 
varies  from  the  sublime  to  the  ridiculous,  and  cer¬ 
tainly  the  GCN  staff  deserves  better  pay.  But  once 
we  grant  that  much,  we  have  to  take  a  hard  look 
at  the  rest  of  the  gay  press.  If  Daniel  is  suggesting 
that  “professionalism”  means  striving  for  jour¬ 
nalistic  objectivity,  therrsurely  he  should  be  firing 
off  outraged  letters  to  every  gay  editor  and  paper 
“in  the  industry.”  For  example,  Larry  Bush  is  a 
gay  journalist  whose  work  is  published  in  a  num¬ 
ber  of  gay  papers,  but  he  does  not  hide  the  fact 
that  he  is  devoted  to  the  Two-Party  System:  this  is 
plain  in  almost  every  line  he  writes.  1  think  Bush  is 
a  highly  professional  journalist  but  I  do  not 
equate  his  professionalism  with  his  politics.  I  do 
believe  that  GCN  is  often  criticised  for  unprofes¬ 
sionalism  by  people  who  don’t  have  the  spine  to 
criticize  the  politics  of  GCN  writers,  readers,  and 
editors.  And  I  confess  that  1  have  never  read  a 
single  line  of  good  journalism  which  was  perfectly 
objective.  Ethical  journalism  is,  I  would  argue, 
engaged  journalism,  and  it  is  certainly  not  incon¬ 
sistent  with  political  proselytizing. 

Issue  369  of  The  Advocate  not  only  carried  yet 
another  opening  homily  by  David  Goodstein,  but 
also  an  article  by  Goodstein  in  “Working.” 
Working  as  an  orderly  in  a  hospital?  Working  as 
a  hustler  or  lesbian  prostitute?  Working  in  con¬ 
struction  or  as  a  secretary?  Of  course  not.  As  the 
cover  headline  tells  you,  the  topic  was,  “Gay  Ex¬ 
ecutives  Climb  the  Corporate  Ladder.”  Good¬ 
stein  expresses  impatience  with  anyone  who 
blames  his  or  her  economic  situation  on  being 
black,  female,  gay,  or  disabled.  “Once  you  de¬ 
cide  you  can’t  have  what  you  want  because  you 
believe  you’re  a  second-class  human  being,” 
writes  Goodstein,  “the  universe  will  support  you 
in  that  conclusion.”  While  Goodstein  preaches 
The  Power  of  Positive  Thinking,  he  does  nothing 
to  combat  institutional  racism,  sexism,  and  class 
oppression.  Is  Goodstein’s  journalism  profes¬ 
sional?  Is  it  ethical?  Is  it  political  proselytizing? 

It  happens  that  I  have  written  journalism  and 
book  reviews  for  The  Advocate  myself,  and  it  cer¬ 
tainly  pays  better  and  more  promptly  than  other 
gay  publications  1  can  think  of.  The  New  York 
Native  pays  writers  poorly  for  their  work,  Chris - 
toplier  Street  paid  me  not  a  cent  for  a  book  re¬ 
view,  and  The  Body  Politic  and  Gay  Community 
News  also  pay  nothing.  This  situation  stinks.  But, 
quite  frankly,  I  do  expect  better  pay  from  ex¬ 
ecutives  like  Goodstein  who  have  climbed  the  cor¬ 
porate  ladder  and  who  run  businesses  for  profit.  I 
am  not  surprised  that  there  is  a  great  “burn-out 
factor”  at  GCN,  or  in  any  non-profit  venture 
where  people  work  collectively  against  difficult 
social  and  economic  conditions.  It  is  inevitable 
that  there  will  be  different  standards  of  profes¬ 
sionalism  at  GCN  than  at  The  Advocate.  This 
should  not  excuse  sloppy  thinking  and  writing  or 
shabby  treatment  of  writers  and  staff,  but  by  and 
large  the  folks  at  GCN  work  hard  and  in  good 
faith. 

One  last  note:  in  the  same  issue  of  GCN  in 
which  Dan  Daniel  criticised  “dogmatic 
polemics,”  GCN  published  a  fine  “Speaking 
Out”  polemic  byNancyA.F.  Langer  entitled  “Sex 
Education  and  Us.”  On  two  or  three  points  I 
wanted  to  argue  with  her,  but  altogether  she 
wrote  a  timely  piece  of  ethical  and  political  jour¬ 
nalism.  1  was  very  pleased  to  see  her  analyze  a  re¬ 
cent  article  from  The  New  York  Times  entitled 
“Parents  Wary  of  Suppressing  Sexuality  in  Chil¬ 
dren.”  From  the  title  alone,  many  of  us  might 
guess  that  the  article  was  progressive.  In  fact,  as 
Langer  informs  us,  it  is  richly  reactionary. 

When  I  grow  disgusted  with  the  ethics,  politics, 
and  professionalism  of  The  New  York  Times  and 
David  Goodstein,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  turn  to  the 
ethics,  politics,  and  professionalism  of  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News. 

Scott  Tucker 
Philadelphia,  PA 


appalled 

Dear  Editor, 

I  write  in  reference  to  the  recent  BL/GPA  can¬ 
didate  endorsement  night.  As  a  member  of  the 
Alliance  I  am  appalled,  saddened,  and  ashamed 
at  the  failure  of  the  Alliance  to  endorse  the  can¬ 
didacy  of  the  best  possible  candidate  for  the  City 
Council  seat  from  District e Eight — David  Scon- 
dras. 

I  am  appalled  that  an  elitist  cliqueofSouth  End 
A-Gays  should  presume  to  “lead”  Boston’s  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  community  against  David  Scondras 
(the  openly  gay  candidate),  backing  instead  Den¬ 
nis  Quilty.  Mr.  Quilty  is  best  remembered  by 
Boston  gays  as  an  assistant  D.A.  under  Newman 
Flanagan,  one  of  the  more  homophobic  District 
Attorneys  in  this  state. 

I  am  saddened  to'see  this  same  group  of  sup¬ 
posed  “leaders”  willfully  split  the  emerging  gay 
community  down  the  middle,  perhaps  irrepara¬ 
bly.  At  a  time  of  growing  political  consciousness 
among  the  heretofore  powerless  and  hopeless  it  is 
particularly  sad  to  witness  persons  in  positions  of 
responsibility  formenting  and  encouraging  divi¬ 
sions  within  the  gay  community  when  unity  is 
both  a  virtue  and  a  necessity.  It  goes  without  say¬ 
ing  that  everyone  must  feel  free  to  choose  and 
support  the  candidates  of  his/her  choice,  and  yet 
anything  less  than  unity  at  this  time,  in  this  race 
(the  8th  District)  is  politically  suicidal  at  best  and 
morally  bankrupt  at  worst. 

I  am  ashamed  that  some  of  those  who  would 
presume  to  lead  us  toward  the  full  realization  of 
our  common  civil  rights  should  have  chosen  these 
weeks  of  Gay  Pride  to  divide  us  and  hold  us  up  to 
ridicule  in  the  eyes  of  an  all-too-often  hostile 
world.  I  only  hope  there  is  time  to  repair  the  dam¬ 
age.  An  important  first  step  is  for  concerned  les¬ 
bians  and  gays  and  their  friends  to  unite  behind 
the  candidacy  of  David  Scondras— the  best  candi¬ 
date  on  all  issues  important  to  us,  and  incidentally 
one  of  us. 

Sincerely, 

William  J.  Hutchinson 
Dorchester,  MA 

rightful  voice 

Dear  GCN 

Last  Monday  evening  1  attended  the  endorse¬ 
ment  meeting  of  the  newly  formed  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Political  Alliance.  The  turnout  was 
most  impressive,  and  the  meeting. was  organized 
and  conducted  in  an  extremely  fair  and  efficient 
manner.  So  there  was  little  on  the  surface  to  ex¬ 
plain  the  political  lunacy  that  subsequently  took 
place. 

I  am,  of  course,  referring  to  the  fact  that  a 
minority  of  Quilty  supporters  managed  to  block 
the  majority  from  endorsing  David  Scondras,  the 
only  openly  gay  candidate  running  in  any  of  the 
over  twenty-five  races.  Mr.  Quilty  has  assumed 
sympathetic  positions  on  the  issues  of  most  in¬ 
terest  to  the  gay  and  lesbian  community,  but  since 
all  of  the  candidates  in  that  district  have,  of 
necessity,  done  so,  there  is  nothing  distinctive 
about  that.  I  have  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Quilty  is  a 
personable  candidate  who  has  successfully  re¬ 
cruited  some  friends  from  among  our  number. 
But  that  is  hardly  the  point.  If  a  sympathetic  but 
straight  member  of  my  own  family  were  running 
in  that  district,  1  would  still  urge  the  endorsement 
of  Scondras.  For  the  fact  of  the  matter  is,  we  have 
at  present  not  a  single  openly  gay  or  lesbian 
elected  representative  in  any  office  in  the  city,  or, 
for  that  matter,  in  the  whole  state. 

At  no  time  did  anyone  suggest  that  a  Quilty  vic¬ 
tory  would  better  promote  or  enhance  the  gay  and 
lesbian  drive  for  political  voice.  And  with  good 
reason.  A  straight  “friend,”  who  would  accom¬ 
modate  us  on  those  few  issues  of  concern  that  for¬ 
mally  require  a  vote,  could  have  only  a  fraction  of 
the  political  impact  of  an  openly  gay  person, 
whose  very  presence  would  be  a  constant  and  con¬ 
tinual  reminder  that  we  exist  and  have  achieved 
political  power. 

As  grateful  as  we  have  been  and  are  for  suppor¬ 
tive  straight  people  in  the  political  structure,  the 
overwhelming  desire  and  wish  in  our  community 
is  to  speak  and  be  heard  in  our  own  right  and  in 
our  own  voice.  There  may  have  been  a  time  when 
we  had  to  content  ourselves  with  expression  ex- 
clusely  through  straight  proxies.  But  that  time  is 
past!  Scondras  is  not  some  quixotic  figure  but  a 
genuinely  viable,  openly  gay  candidate  who  has 
successfully  enlisted  support  from  many  groups 
outside  of  our  community. 

BL/GPA  will  have  an  opportunity  to  take  a 
more  responsible  position  vis  a  vis  our  communi¬ 
ty  after  the  primary  when  the  endorsement  ques¬ 
tion  will  again  be  addressed.  In  the  meantime,  let 
those  of  us  in  the  grass  roots  who  understand  the 
central  issue  in  this  race  redouble  our  commit¬ 
ment,  lest  through  confusion  or  lack  of  effort  we 
be  denied  our  own  rightful  voice. 

Yours  truly, 

Edward  Hougen 
Boston,  MA 
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Speaking  Out 


The  CIA-CDC-AIDS  Political  Alliance 


By  Charley  Shively 

The  call  has  gone  out  to  increase  federal  funding  for  AIDS  research.  While  we  all  want 
to  know  more  about  what  causes  AIDS  and  how  to  stopit,  we  need  to  scrutinize  such  institu¬ 
tions  as  the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  (CDC).  * 

The  Centers  for  Disease  Control  cannot  be  trusted.  In  1932,  they  began  an  experiment 
on  six  hundred  Black  men,  which  was  only  discontinued  when  the  press  uncovered  their 
crime  in  1972.  (Caspar  Weinberger  was  then  HEW  Secretary.)  Four  hundred  of  the  Black 
men  were  watched  to  see  what  the  effects  of  untreated  syphilis  would  be  on  their  mortality- 
rate;  the  other  two  hundred  were  used  as  “control  subjects.”  Even  after  the  “experiment’s” 
rapid  termination  in  1972,  treatment  for  the  surviving  men  was  delayed  almost  a  year.  The 
Centers  for  Disease  Control,  as  one  newspaper  reported,  “sees  the  poor,  the  black,  the  il¬ 
literate  and  the  defenseless  in  American  society  as  a  vast  experimental  resource  for  the 
government”(James  H.  Jones,  Bad  Blood,  the  Tuskegee  Syphilis  Experiment,  1981). 

But  the  CDC  has  been  hardly  more  trustworthy  in  dealing  with  straight  white  people.  In 
1976 — after  Gerald  Ford  had  pardoned  Nixon  and  needed  to  refurbish  his  own  election  cam¬ 
paign — the  politicians  attempted  to  restore  faith  in  the  government  by  creating  a  Swine  Flu 
Panic.  (They  had  planned  an  epidemic.)  When  their  flu  vaccine  began  killing  people,  their 
political  ploy  flopped  and  the  Swine  Flu  Crusade  dropped  into  the  dustbin  of  history  with 
the  Ford.  But  in  the  process,  the  drug  companies  who  manufactured  the  vaccine  made  a 
good  profit,  which  they  shared  with  the  Republican  Party. 

There  is,  however,  a  frightening  likelihood  that  AIDS  has  been  funded  all  along  by  the 
federal  government.  If  the  theory  of  Jane  Teas  (Harvard  School  of  Public  Health)  is  correct 
that  AIDS  is  caused  by  a  virus  related  to  the  African  Swine  Fever  Virus,  then  there  is 
evidence  that  the  CIA  itself  is  responsible  for  introducing  the  disease  in  the  western 
hemisphere.  A  Newsday  article  reprinted  in  the  Boston  Globe  (1/9/77)  reports  that  CIA 
operatives  received  the  virus  at  Ft.  Gulick  (a  CIA  biological  warfare  training  station  in 
Panama),then  travelled  to  Navassa  (a  U.S.  controlled  island  just  off  the  coast  of  Haiti)  and 
them  to  Guantanamo — the  U.S.  naval  base  on  the  island  of  Cuba — where  the  virus  was 
spread  to  Cuban  pigs.  From  there  it  spread  to  the  Dominican  Republic  (1978),  to  Haiti 
(1979)  and  reappeared  in  Cuba  in  1980.  According.to  James  E.  D’Eramo,  the  African  Swine 
Fever  Virus  in  Haiti  initially  “killed  80  to  100  per  cent  of  the  pigs  in  a  given  location,  but  as  it 
spread  from  one  pig  feeding  lot  to  another  the  mortality  rate  of  the  pigs  decreased  to  a  mere 
3  per  cent.”  Currently,  according  to  Dr.  Teas,  “the  Canadian,  Mexican  and  U.S.  govern¬ 
ments  are  in  the  process  of  destroying  the  pig  population  of  Haiti  in  an  attempt  to  control 
the  current  African  Swine  Fever  Virus  infection,  with  the  United  States  footing  the  18 
million  dollar  bill.”  ( N .  Y. Native,  #64)  Would  it  be  possible — that  given  $100  million — the 

Thank  You,  Boston 

By  Marsha  Levine 

For  the  first  time  in  the  four  years  that  I  have  actively  worked  on  the  Boston  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  Committee,  I  finally  got  to  march  in  my  own  parade.  It’s  a  totally  in¬ 
describable  feeling  to  relate  when  you  hear  the  bells  chime  at  the  Arlington  Street  Church, 
see  the  balloons  float  down  on  Charles  Street,  and  experience  the  welcoming  of  the  crowd  on 
the  overpass  as  you  step  onto  Cambridge  Street. 

These  are  the  moments  that  cause  me  to  reflect  and  create  a  mental  list  of  thank  you’s, 
as  well  as  give  me  a  great  sense  of  pride  and  unity.  I  began  to  think  had  it  not  been  for  the 
extra-hard  efforts  of  small  and  brand  new  bars,  our  fundraising  attempts  would  have  suf¬ 
fered.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  generousity  of  some  of  the  businesses  in  our  community,  some 
essentials  would  have  been  missing  this  year.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  support  and  strength  of 
the  members  of  the  committee,  the  burden  would  have  once  again  rested  on  the  shoulders  of 
just  a  few.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  aid  and  cooperation  of  Brian  McNaught,  the  Mayor’s 
liaison  to  the  Lesbian/Gay  Community;  Katy  Finn,  Traffic  and  Parking  Department;  and 
Michael  Wasserman,  Mayor’s  Office  of  Public  Celebrations;  the  process  and  structure  of 
our  event  may  have  been  impeded.  And  of  course,  had  it  not  been  for  the  18,000  or  more  les¬ 
bians, gay  men,  their  friends,  and/or  their  families  that  came  out  on  Saturday,  June  18,  the 
day  would  have  been  a  total  failure  and  wasted  effort. 

The  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Committee  owes  many,  many  thanks  to  tons  of  others, 
and  it  will  do  so  individually,  but  mostly  we  are  curious  to  hear  your  response  to  the  events 
during  the  two  weeks,  the  celebration  day,  and  the  changes  that  were  made  along  the  way. 
Please  send  us  a  letter  to  Pride,  P.O.  Box  1253,  Back  Back  Annex,  Boston,  MA  021 17,  or  at¬ 
tend  our  year-round  meetings  (time  and  places  to  be  announced).  Next  year  promises  to  be 
even  more  exciting  as  we  enter  into  a  national  celebration  of  15  years  of  Stonewall.  At  the 
2nd  Annual  Lesbian/Gay  Pride  Coordinators  Conference  in  San  Diego  on  October  8-9, 
representatives  from  nearly  70  cities  will  be  discussing  how  we  can  all  make  the  1 984  Celebra¬ 
tion  an  important  and  highly  visible  event.  Your  input  at  the  Boston  Committee  meetings 
will  mold  what  we  contribute  on  a  national  basis.  For  more  information  about  the  Con¬ 
ference,  or  the  committee  meetings,  please  feel  free  to  call  262-4777  and  leave  a  message. 

And  again,  thank  you  for  making  ths  our  biggest,  our  best,  our  most  ambitious  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Pride  Weeks  ever! 

Community  Voices- - - 

“friends” 

Dear  GCN: 

Every  year,  at  every  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride 
March,  at  least  one  straight  man  or  woman  at¬ 
tempts  to  mar  our  day  with  a  variety  of  sidewalk 
antics:  yelling  “straight  is  great,”  or  “straight  is 
right,”  or  “back  in  the  closets  faggots,”  are  just  a 
few  of  the  epithets  I’ve  heard  thrown  at  us  over 
the  years.  This  year  our  parade  was  again  marred 
by  the  presence  of  a  straight  person  but  this  year 
he  was  marching  with  us,  disguised  as  a  “friend.” 

Several  years  ago  this  straight  “friend,”  while 
employed  as  an  Assistant  District  Attorney  under 
Garrett  Byrne  and  then  Newman  Flanagan,  tacit¬ 
ly  approved  through  silence,  the  oppression, 
harassment  and  destruction  of  well  over  100  gay 
men’s  lives.  The  great  majority  of  these  lives  were 
destroyed  when  they  were  arrested  for  “looking” 
gay.  The  Herald  American  sealed  the  gay  men’s 
fate  when  they  printed  their  names,  addresses  and 
places  of  employment  in  the  paper.  - 

1  can’t  help  but  wonder  how  these  gay  men  felt, 
last  Saturday,  watching  this  “friend”  campaign 
in  our  march,  directly  behind  the  BL/GPA  con¬ 
tingent.  Likewise,  I  cannot  help  but  wonder  how 
these  many  gay  men  felt  as  they  watched  two  of 
their  gay  brothers  carrying  this  new  “friend’s” 
banner.  What  in  the  hell  has  become  of  our 
struggle?  _ 


By  allowing  this  “friend”  to  march  in  our 
parade  we  gave  approval  to  an  active  supporter  of 
Garrett  Byrne,  Ed  King  and  Newman  Flanagan  to 
continue  to  pursue  the  gay  vote  even  though  his 
past  record  proves  he  is  unworthy  Of  it.  A  handful 
of  gay  people  have  labelled  him  a  “strong,  ex¬ 
perienced,  effective  voice  for  Boston’s  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Community.”  Was  he  any  of  these  things 
when  his  bosses,  the  DA’s,  were  destroying  gay 
men’s  lives? 

Our  pride  has  been  tarnished  in  the  past;  it’s 
time  for  us  to  remove  the  stains. 

David  Jean 
Boston,  MA 


SuSTaiN 


doctors  would  just  decide  to  kill  all  the  queers,  Haitians,  and  IV  drug  users  exposed  to 
AIDS? 

The  African  Swine  Fever  Virus  theory  would  suggest  that  the  CIA  effort  in  Cuba  got 
out  of  control,  spread  to  Haiti  and  then  to  people.  A  newly  published  book — Robert  Harris 
and  Jeremy  Paxman,  A  Higher  Form  of  Killing,  The  Secret  Story  of  Chemical  and 
Biological  Warfare,  1982— suggests  a  more  sinister  possibility.  In  their  epilogue,  the  authors 
point  out  that  chemical  and  biological  warfare  and  research  continue  in  the  United  States 
under  the  Department  of  “Defense” — known  as  the  “Department  of  War”  before  1947. 
The  current  one  and  a  half  trillion  dollars  allocated  for  war  leaves  plenty  of  room  for  cir¬ 
cumventing  the  rules  of  international  law.  In  testimony  before  the  House  Committee  on  Ap¬ 
propriations  in  1969,  a  military  spokesman  explained:“Within  the  next  5  or  10  years,  it 
would  probably  be  possible  to  make  a  new  infective  micro-organism  which  could  differ  in 
certain  important  respects  from  any  known  disease-causing  organisms.  Most  important  of 
these  is  that  it  might  be  refractory  to  the  immunological  and  therapeutic  processes  upon 
which  we  depend  to  maintain  our  relative  freedom  from  infectious  disease.”  Further  a  1975 
military  manual  promises  forthcoming  “  ‘ethnic  chemical  weapons’  which  would  be  design¬ 
ed  to  exploit  naturally  occurring  differences  in  vulnerability  among  specific  population 
groups”(pp. 240-41).  AIDS  sounds  just  like  such  an  ethnic  weapon  which  knocks  out  the  im¬ 
munological  defences  of  the  individual.  Certainly  if  such  research  has  been  pursued  in  the 
Department  of  War/Defense,  they  must  already  know  a  lot  about  how  to  turn  on  and  off 
the  immunological  defenses.  The  U.S.  military  attitude  towards  lesbians  and  gay  men 
should  be  well  known:  they  claim  we  are  unfit  for  service. 

The  difficulty  with  AIDS  is  only  superficially  medical.  True,  we  don’t  know  the  cause 
or  the  treatment  for  the  disease.  But  for  syphilis  we  do  know  the  cause  and  we  do  have  an  ef¬ 
fective  treatment  and  have  had  since  the  1940s.  For  religious  reasons  the  disease  has  been  re¬ 
tained  in  order  to  punish  people  for  their  sexual  liberties.  We  allow  this  atrocity  to  continue 
because  too  many  people  feel  that  what  they  call  “promiscuity”  inevitably  leads  to  its  own 
punishment — death,  disease  and  destruction.  The  CDC  doctors  (all  white  men)  called  it 
“Bad  Blood”  and  some  even  after  the  revelations  of  1972  believed  they  had  been  smeared  by 
the  press  despite  the  good  work  they  were  doing! 

Instead  of  checking  out  the  CIA,  the  CDC  or  the  medical-pharmacological  establish¬ 
ment,  too  many  gay  people  readily  surrender  to  the  lie  that  our  sexuality  is  crippling  us.  They 
say  our  sex  is  adolescent,  compulsive,  retarded,  irresponsible,  sinful  and  dreadful.  Such 
teaching  has  encouraged  the  spread  of  syphilis  and  such  teaching  will  surely  impair  our 
struggle  against  AIDS. 


^Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


It  Feels  Good  to  sustain  GCN,  and  you  get  a  lot  back  from  us.  The 
pledge  form  below  gives  you  details,  and  artist  Jennifer  Camper  gives 
you  some  points  of  comparison.  Sustaining  GCN  feels  as  good  as  .  .  . 


Coming  out  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride  feels  good!  We  hope  to  see  you 
there.  Stop  by  our  GCN  table  to  buy  a  t-shirt,  poster,  or  soda  (no,  we 
haven't  come  out  with  a  GCN  cola . .  .yet).  If  you  aren't  a  Sustainer  yet,  this 
is  the  perfect  time  to  become  one! 


The  1983  Gay  Community  News  Sustainer  Program 
Your  pledge  (minimum  $120  per  year)  brings  you: 


•a  one  year  subscription  to  GCN 

•  the  quarterly  sustainer 
newsletter 

•  two  introductory  gift  subs  to 
give  to  your  boss,  relatives, 
ex-lovers,  or  friends 


1  a  special  invitation  to  the 
Second  Annual  Sustainer  Party 

and  the  good  feeling  that 
comes  with  building  a  better 
paper  and  a  stronger  community. 


□  I  want  to  feel  good!  Sign  me  on  as  a  GCN  Sustainer  for  the  next  12 
months. 

□  We/I  pledge  to  make  quarterly  payments  of: 


_ _ $30  ($120  annually)  _ $100  ($400  annually) 

_ $50  ($200  annually)  _ $ _ 

□  We/I  would  like  to  arrange  the  following  payment  plan  _ T 


(The  minimum  pledge  is  $120  a  year) 

□  Enclosed  is  my  first  installment  of  $  _ 


Name* 


Address 


City _ State _ Zip _ 

•As  with  all  GCN  correspondence,  your  name  will  be  kept  strictly  confidential  unless  you 
agree  otherwise.  May  we  publish  your  name  in  our  quarterly  newsletter?  U  Ves.  □  No. 

Please  mail  coupon  and  payment  to:  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 
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Reclaiming  Power 

Lesbian  S/M  Forum 


By  Jit  Clark 

“Some  feminists  will  tell  you 
that  this  culture  breeds  and  sup¬ 
ports  s/m.  The  opposite  seems 
true  to  me. . . .  S/m  sexuality  is  a 
deliberate  mutual  creation  from 
your  deepest  emotions,  planned 
and  executed  for  pleasure.  This  is 
totally  different  from  the  sexuality 
I  was  taught:  accidental,  inflicted 
on  one  person  by  another,  mech¬ 
anical,  shameful.  I  have  reclaimed 
my  power  by  reclaiming  my 
rightful  sexuality.” 

Beryl  Hoffstein  made  this  re¬ 
mark  at  Boston’s  first  lesbian  s/m 
forum,  held  on  June  19,  during 
LesbianandGay  Pride  Weeks.  She 
was  one  of  several  women  from 
the  Boston  Area  Lesbian  S/M 
Group  and  from  Urania,  an  s/m 
group  for  lesbians  and  bisexual 
women,  who  spoke  about  their 
pleasure  and  their  politics  at  the 
Sunday  afternoon  gathering.  The 
panel  and  discussion  which  follow¬ 
ed  were  open  to  all  women  who  arc 
involved  in  or  curious  about  les¬ 
bian  s/m. 

The  setting  for  this  long-awaited 
event  was  a  classroom  of  the  Uni¬ 
versity  of  Massachusetts  in  down¬ 
town  Boston  —  an  unlikely  place 
to  hold  a  discussion  of  lesbian 
sadomasochism.  By  one  o’clock, 
about  thirty  women  of  varying 
degrees  of  knowledge  about  — 
and  support  for  —  s/m  had  filed 
quietly  into  the  room.  Most  seem¬ 
ed  a  little  anxious  —  or  maybe  they 
were  just  uncomfortable  sitting  in 
those  one-armed  plastic  chairs 
(designed  for  assiduous  note 
takers)  —  as  they  faced  the  dusty 
blackboard. 

Ann  Crisafulli,  a  member  of  the 
lesbian  s/m  group  who  facilitated 
the  forum,  began  by  requesting 
that  all  present  express  their  opi¬ 
nions  without  attacking  one  an¬ 
other  and  that  no  one  make  refer¬ 
ences  to  “scenes”  involving  male 
partners. 

Because  the  room  was  available 
for  only  three  hours,  there  was  in¬ 
sufficient  time  for  a  thorough  dis¬ 
cussion  of  any  one  aspect  of  les¬ 
bian  s/m.  The  forum  was  only  a 
tantalizing  beginning.  The  range 
of  topics  touched  upon  was  broad: 
safety;  limits  —  pushing  some  and 
not  others;  the  heed  for  a  new 
language  to  talk  about  the  nexus  of 


pleasure  and  pain;  women  growing 
comfortable  with  power.  Women 
also  exchanged  thoughts  about 
working  out  in  scenes  power  im¬ 
balances  or  anger  that  are  ongoing 
in  relationships,  and  whether  there 
are  some  symbols  and  scenarios 
that  are  not  acceptable  because  of 
what  they  mean  in  the  non-fantasy 
world  —  moreover,  just  how  dis¬ 
connected  is  the  fantasy  “Scene” 
from  the  way  we  live  the  rest  of  our 
lives? 

Half  of  the  six  women  who 
spoke  at  the  beginning  asked  to  re¬ 
main  anonymous.  One  gave  a  brief 
account  of  her  finally  coming  to 
terms  with  her  masochism;  the  tale 
sounded  much  like  a  lesbian 
“coming  out”  story.  As  an  adult 
she  realized  at  last  that  the  games 
she  played  with  friends  in  grade 
school  were  “working  out  s/m 
fantasies.”  She  hid  her  sexuality 
from  herself  until  a  few  years  ago, 
at  which  point  she  still  thought  she 
was  “the  only  lesbian  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  with  s/m  fantasies ....  So 
I’m  here  today  because  it  is  impor¬ 
tant  that  other  women  have  sup¬ 
port.” 

This  woman,  who  works  in  a 
nearly  all-male  environment  doing 
what  is  still  widelyconsidered  to  be 
a  man’s  job,  said  that  being  a 
“bottom”  in  her  sex  life  is  a 
welcome  relief  from  how  she  must 
live  the  rest  of  her  life:  “Most  of 
the  time  in  control .  .  .because  men 
are  on  top.  .  .and  I  can’t  give  men 
in  this  world  even  an  inch.’” 

“At  a  fantasy  level  with  a  lover, 

1  can  lose  control  —  but  1  still  have 
control  over  when  to  stop.  In  the 
real  world  1  wouldn’t  have  that 
control.  1  think  that’s  why  I’m  into 
it.” 

“It  doesn’t  mean  I’m  a  weak 
person,  that  1  want  people  to  walk 
all  over  me.  It  means  I  have  the 
strength  to  give  that  up  for 
awhile.” 

Hoffstein  also  spoke  about  the 
strength  and  insight  she  has  gained 
by  playing  with  power  in  sex. 

“One  of  the  fears  I  have  always 
had  about  expressing  my  submis¬ 
sive  side  is  that  it  would  undermine 
my  strength.  The  popular  myth 
has  it  that  the  masochist  is  a 
masochist  everywhere  —  on  the 
street,  in  the  bedroom,  in  the 


supermarket.  On  the  contrary,  I 
have  found  myself  feeling  better 
about  myself,  stronger  in  asking 
for  what  1  want  and  less  likely  to 
give  my  power  up  unless  I  want 
to....  (H)aving  played  with 
power  I  feel  more  at  home  with 
it....  (i)n  the  past,  like  most 
women  I  had  been  taught  that 
power  is  evil,  to  be  wielded  over 
others  or  to  be  feared.  Now  I  can 
see  it  as  neither  good  nor  evil  in 
itself  and  I  trust  myself  to  use  it  for 
good.” 

Joanna  Lancaster,  a  Urania 
member,  talked  about  limits  and 
her  “adventure  factor.” 

“There  are  supposed  limits  and 
real  ones  —  inner  and  outer  ones 
—  and  they  do  a  lot  of  moving 
around  in  my  experience.  As  top,  I 
myself  don’t  want  Jo  deal  with 
piercing,  though  I  might  make 
small  marks  like  a  brand  if  it  fits 
my  partner’s  scene.  If  she  was  real¬ 
ly  into  piercing  it  might  be  that 
someday  I’d  try  it ...  .  ” 

“As  bottom  I  have  certain 
limits,  too.  For  example,  you 
don’t  get  me  into  a  situation  where 
I’m  afraid  of  falling  or  being  hit  in 
the  head,  because  I’ll  freak  out 
and  lose  all  feeling  of  being  in  an 
erotic  scene....  (I)  call  these 
lateral  limits  because  they  form  a 
boundary  beyond  which  I  simply 
wouldn’t  go  and  if  I  did  I  would  be 
turned  off,  not  on.” 

“But  I  have  what  1  call  vertical 
limits,  too.  These  have  to  do  with 
the  intensity  or  sometimes  the 
location  of  certain  things  —  and 
they’re  much  more  flexible  than 
other  limits.  They  are  where  much 
of  the  action  is,  where  one  of  the 
greatest  chances  for  adventure 
resides.” 

“One  such  limit  is  the  point 
when  you  are  sure  you  can’t  take 
any  spanking  or  whipping. . . .  (A) 
safe  word  ...  is  reserved  for 
emergencies,  and  a  painfully 
spanked  rear  doesn’t  constitute  an 
emergency.  The  space  between  this 
condition  of  feeling  pushed  to  the 
limit  and  the  real  limit  where  you 
would  actually  be  turned  off  is 
what  I’m  calling  the  adventure  fac¬ 
tor.  ...” 

“So  the  top  takes  this  informa¬ 
tion  and  then,  depending  on  her 
own  mood  and  condition  and  what 


she  knows  about  her  partner... 
decides  whether  to  stop  right  then, 
to  push  on  a  bit  futher  or  to  push 
on  a  lot  more.  This  leeway  is  her 
own  adventure  factor.  The  bottom 
can  have  the  ecstasy  of  finding  that 
there  is  irrefutably  another  will  in 
the  world  besides  her  own,  the  top, 
the  ecstasy  of  experiencing  her 
own  will  as  unrefusable.” 

The  panelists  spoke  for  only 
about  half  an  hour.  The  rest  of  the 
afternoon  belonged  to  the  other 
women  in  the  room.  Some  asked 
for  advice,  others  talked  about 
their  own  experiences. 

The  first  women  to  speak  talked 
about  guilt.  “I’ve  been  thinking 
about  s/m  for  12  to  13  years  and 
I’m  just  getting  into  it.  Guilt  has 
been  a  big  question  for  me.” 

One  woman  suggested  that  she 
switch  roles.  Another  told  her  to 
“remember  this  is  what  the  other 
person  wants  —  it’s  pleasure,  not 
pain  ....  (W)e  need  another  word 
that  doesn’t  sound  like  stubbing 
your  toe.” 

Crisafulli  suggested  using 
“heightened  sensation”  in  place 
of  “pain.” 

Later,  when  someone  expressed 
doubts  about  the  possibility  of 
violence  being  consensual, 
Crisafulli  said  that,  again,  the 
problem  lies  with  our  language, 
“To  me,  violence  is  non- 
consensual  and  isn’t  pleasure.” 

A  few  women  disagreed.  “I 
think  s/m  can  be  violent,”  said 
one  woman.  “If  everything  that  is 
violent  is  okay,  then  it  is  okay  for  a 
therapist  to  give  pills  to  a  suicidal 
person  in  a  moment  of  passion.  If 
somebody  has  an  orgasm  because 
you  stab  them  in  the  heart,  it  may 
be  pleasurable  for  the  moment, 
but...” 

Several  women  bristled  at  this, 
and  responded  angrily,  “I  see  no 
parallel  between  suicide  and  sexual 
pleasure  ...  I  resent  your  remarks. 
I  am  a  grown  person  and  I  know 
what  is  in  my  best  interest 
sexually.” 

Tension  dissipated  rapidly, 
and  the  discussion  moved  on.  A 
woman  said  she  worried  that,  “in 
the  heat  of  passion,”  she’d  lose 
her  common  sense  and  hurt  her 
partner.  “If  I  lose  control,  will 
things  twist?” 


Beth,  one  of  the  panelists, 
responded,  “In  sports,  when 
you’re  learning  to  spar,  you  learn 
how  much  you  could  hurt  some¬ 
one  —  on  purpose  or  by  accident. 
It’s  the  same  doing  a  scene.  I  have 
to  be  so  totally  there  that,  if  it’s 
really  noisy  outside,  I  won’t  notice 
until  the  scene  is  over.  I’m  aware 
only  of  her  breathing,  the  tone  of 
her  voice,  the  way  she  moves,  how 
much  strain  is  in  her  voice  —  or  in 
her  body  if  she’s  in  bondage.” 

Women  also  discussed  whether 
they  ever  tried  to  work  out  in  s/m 
play  on-going  power  imbalances  in 
their  relationships  with  their 
lovers. 

“When  I’m  in  a  scene,  I’m  do¬ 
ing  sex,  I’m  not  doing  therapy,” 
said  a  member  of  the  lesbian  s/m 
group.  “If  I’m  playing  a  scene  in 
which  I’m  punishing  my  lover  for 
flirting  with  someone  in  the  bar 
when  I  wanted  her  attention,  for 
example,  and  I  get  really  angry  or 
really  insecure,  as  a  top  it’s  my  job 
to  stop  the  scene  ...  so  that  I’m 
actually  working  out  my  jealousy 
in  that  scene.” 

Another  woman  said  she  uses 
s/m  differently.  “It  can  be  a  way 
of  letting  go  of  hurt  and  anger 
once  you’ve  figured  out  what’s  go¬ 
ing  on.  I  couldn’t  take  a  complete¬ 
ly  unresolved  situation  into  a  scene 
and  feel  comfortable  with  it  . . . 
but  after  talking  over  a  problem  to 
the  point  that  we  agree  what’s  hap¬ 
pened,  replaying  it  in  a  scene  takes 
care  of  residual  emotional  stuff.” 

Another  woman  said  that  she 
believes  s/m  may  be  the  only  way 
to  lessen  power  imbalances  that 
are  rooted  in  our  culture.  “If 
you’re  relating  to  somebody  with 
more  class  privilege,  then  there’s 
this  power  dynamic  there  that 
could  be  worked  out  really  well  in 
a  scene.” 

“I’m  getting  a  little  uncomfor¬ 
table  with  ...  a  separation  being 
made  between  politics  and  s/m,” 
she  added.  “I’m  not  involved  in 
s/m  ....  but  I  think  s/m  can  really 
[be  used  for  progressive  ends.] 
Working  with  power  on  a  sexual 
fantasy  level  in  s/m  we  can  really 
do  something  positive.” 

This  remark  was  followed  by  a 
discussion  of  whether  political 

Continued  on  page  11 


DO  YOUR  FRIEND,  AND 
YOURSELF,  A  FAVOR. 
INTRODUCE  HIM  TO 


Crabs  are  not  the  end  of  the 
world,  but  they  can  certainly 
make  it  unpleasant.  RID 
is  a  liquid  treatment  that 
is  available  without  pre¬ 
scription.  It’s  safe  and  it 
kills  crabs  in  ten  minutes. 
Each  package  includes  a 
patented  fine-tooth  comb  that 


100%  effective  in  removing 
dead  lice  and  nits.  So  the 
next  time  you  or  your 
friend  discover  crabs, 
do  yourselves  a  favor 
and  get  RID.  It’s  safe. 
It’s  available  without 
a  prescription  at  your 
local  pharmacy.  And  it  works. 


Pfipharmecs.  Division  of  Pfizer  Inc  .  New  York.  NY  10017 


Vote  Eugenie  Beal 


BOSTON  CITY  COUNCILLOR 
NEW  DISTRICT  EIGHT 


Eugenie  Beal 


“I  think  people  want  a  better  city  council,  a  city  coun¬ 
cil  which  has  members  who  work  with  each  other.  I’m 
good  at  inducing  people  to  work  with  each  other  toward 
common  goals,  that’s  my  thing.  If  I  weren’t  good  at 
that,  I  would  have  left  city  hall  in  despair  ten  years 
ago .... 

“The  Boston  City  Council  has  very  important  respon¬ 
sibilities  which  people  would  like  to  see  carried  out  bet¬ 
ter,  that’s  why  they  voted  for  district  representation.” 


The  Eugenie  Beal  Committee,  35  Mt.  Vernon  Street,  Boston  02108 
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:  The  First  Ten  Years 


Volume  9 
1981-1982 

Summary  of  Volume  9  by 
Larry  Goldsmith  and  Nancy  Wechsler 


Gay  Community  News  was  founded  in  1973  by  an  ad  hoc 
group  of  gay  activists  who  were  then  meeting  at  the 
Charles  Street  Meetinghouse.  This  newsletter  met  a 
critical  need  in  Boston’s  fledgling  gay  movement:  com¬ 
munication  between  groups.  When  we  could  not  talk 
together,  did  not  know  who  was  out  there,  we  could  not 
become  an  effective  social  and  political  force. 

Many  things  have  changed  in  the  last  ten  years  —  at 
GCN,  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community,  and  in  the  world 
at  large.  GCN  has  striven  to  stay  abreast  of  those  changes, 
and  has  often  worked  to  make  them  happen.  In  this  ten 
part  series,  we  want  to  share  some  of  the  history  of  GCN, 
its  role  in  Boston,  and  its  relationship  to  the  lesbian  and 
gay  movement  in  this  country. 


1981-1982  werelnixed  years  for  lesbians  and  gay  men. 
We  were  under  attack  both  from  the  government  and  the 
New  Right.  There  were  raids  on  bars  and  baths  in  Toronto 
as  well  as  in  Boston  (at  the  Loft  and  the  Quagmire).  In 
Canada  The  Body  Politic  was  dragged  through  another 
trial  and  then  brought  up  on  more  charges  of  obscenity .  An 
FBI  crackdown  on  the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love 
Association  (NAMBLA)  went  into  full  gear  and  here  in 
Boston  the  straight  press  sensationalized  the  arrests  of  Tom 
Reeves  and  Michael  Thompson  on  charges  that  were  later 
dropped  with  considerably  less  fanfare  from  the  press.  An 
early  morning  raid  at  Framingham  Prison  disrupted  life  at 
the  women ’s  prison,  and  Susan  Saxe  was  portrayed  by  the 
straight  press  as  the  ring  leader  of  a  “drug  and  gambling 
operation .”  When  the  dust  settled  and  the  frame-up  fell 
apart,  and  all  the  charges  were  dropped,  you  could  read 
about  it  in  GCN  or  in  the  back  of  the  Boston  Globe  in  small 
print.  Chris  Madsen  lost  her  job  at  the  Christian  Science 
Monitor;  shortly  thereafter,  church  officials  fired  gay  ad¬ 
ministrator  Jim  Ogan;  and  Merle  Woo  lost  her  job  at  the 
University  of  California,  Berkeley.  Gay  fathers  and  lesbian 
mothers  fought  in  the  courts  for  custody  of  their  children. 
During  this  period  June  Arnold,  Margot  Karle,  and  Jean¬ 
nette  Howard  Foster  died. 


Legalized  Homosexuality  vs.  Gay  Liberation 


And  vet  there  were  some  ground  breaking  victories  and 
positive  moments  for  ad  of  us.  Wisconsin  passed  the  first 
state-wide  gay  civil  rights  bill.  The  Lleresies  collective  put 
out  their  now-famous  “Sex  Issue,”  bringing  to  the  fore 
questions  and  debates  around  sex  and  sexuality.  The 
Feminist  and  the  Scholar  Conference  at  Barnard  College 
stirred  up  much  debate  and  controversy  around  sex,  por¬ 
nography,  s/m,  sex  roles  and  sexuality.  GCN  played  its 
own  role  in  the  sex  debate  by  printing  a  two-part  interview 
with  Gayle  Rubin  and  Pat  Califia  on  The  New  Right  and 
Sexual  Represion,  and  Sadomasochism.  We  reprinted  Joan 
Nestle's  speech  at  the  Barnard  Conference  as  a  Speaking 
Out  entitled  The  Fem  Question,  Or  We  Will  Not  Go  Away. 
Michael  Bronski  and  Nancy  Wechsler  each  wrote  articles 
on  pornography  and  together  did  a  dialogue  on  the  movie 
Taxi  zum  Klo.  We  printed  Ron  Fowler’s  famous  Barbed 
Wire  Cock  cover  to  illustrate  a  review  of  a  book  on  repress¬ 
ed  male  sexualit  v. 

Susan  Saxe  was  released  from  Framingham  prison  af let- 
spending  seven  years  in  jad  for  her  participation  in  a  bank 
robbery  stemming  from  her  involvement  in  the  Anti- 
Vietnam  War  movement.  Having  survived  and  grown,  she 
held  on  to  her  political  commitment  throughout  her  time  in 


SORRY  SUE,  I  HAVE  A  DATE  THIS 
FRIDAY  NIGHT,  NO,  NOT  ANOTHER 
V/OttAN,  Tt\  <>0IN  G  To  G.C.  N . 
aa  fcPkOfTFlELD  ST-  BETWEEN 
5-00  AND  IhOOTo  HELP  MAIL 
OUT  the  PAPERS,  WHY  Don't 
YOU  COME,  XT'S  FUN.  LATER 
WELL  HAVE  A  DRINK  AT 
AVY  place  And... 


prison  and  is  still  a  political  activist  today.  I  think  the  media 
loves  to  pick  up  on  people  from  the  '60s  and  '70s  who  were 
political  at  one  time  and  then  got  involved  in  something 
really  off  base. .  .  .  The  media  forget  that  there  are  many  of 
us  who  were  political  and  commited  at  that  time  and  who 
are  political  and  commited  now.  . .  .(Susan  Saxe  in  No.  44) 
In  that  same  issue  the  Boston  Lesbian/Gay  Political 
Alliance  announced  its  formation  in  a  Speaking  Out. 


Protest  Targets 


“Mother  Church” 


GCN  went  international  with  coverage  of  movements 
and  gay  life  in  Australia,  Argentina,  Belgium,  Brazil, 
Canada,  East  Germany,  France,  Mexico,  Nicaragua  and 
Poland. 

The  prisoner  project  started  a  monthly  column  in  the 
paper  called  “ The  Other  Side  of  the  Wall”,  where 
prisoners'  writing  added  depth  and  filled  a  gap  in  GCN ’.v 
coverage  of  our  community. 

People  of  color  were  more  visible  in  Volume  9.  GCN  in¬ 
creased  and  improved  its  coverage  with  news,  features, 
book  reviews  and  speaking  outs,  including  such  topics  as 
the  Second  National  Third  World  Conference,  Black  and 
White  Men  Together,  Asian  and  Gay  beginning  to  work  it 
out,  Boston  Asian  Gay  Men  and  Lesbians,  Daniel  Tseng's 
speech  Third  World  Lesbians  and  Gay  Men:  Challenges  for 
the  Eighties,  and  interview  with  Audre  Lorde  and  inter¬ 
views  with  the  editors  of  But  Someof  us  are  Brave:  Black 
Women’s  Studies  —  Barbara  Smith  and  Patricia  Bell  Scott. 


GCN  continued  its  tradition  of  covering  gay  people's  in¬ 
volvement  in  other  movements  and  struggles.  This  year  it 
seemed  to  focus  on  the  anti-militarist  movement,  the  abor¬ 
tion  rights'  movement,  and  organizing  around  unions  and 
work  place  issues. 

As  the  anti-militarist,  anti-nuke  movement  built  up 
steam,  GCN  covered  gay  and  lesbian  participation  in¬ 


cluding  articles  on  Women  and  Militarism  (No.  19),  the 
Women’s  Pentagon  Action  (No.  25),  the  March  27 
demonstration  against  U.S.  involvement  in  FI  Salvador 
(No.  37),  protests  at  Livermore  Laboratory  in  California 
(No.  50)  and  of  course  the  massive  June  12  demonstration 
in  New  York  at  the  U.N.  Special  Session  on  Disarmament , 
featured  on  our  cover  (No.  48). 

Issue  Number  50,  which  hit  the  streets  just  before  an  ar¬ 
sonist  destroyed  the  Brom  field  Street  office,  included  the 
New  Right  Book  Supplement  and  a  cover  photo  and  storv 
oil  a  march  on  Boston  police  headquarters  to  “ eliminate 
the  Vice  Squad.  ” 


In  addition  to  coverage  of  Lesbian  and  (;av  p,ide 
marches  around  the  country,  we  wrote  an 

editorial  urging  readers  to  attend  the  July  1 7  rally  at  Cherrv 
Hill,  N.J.  to  demand  abortion  rights  and  oppose  “ Right - 
to- Life”  groups.  In  that  editorial  the  GCN  staff  wrote: 

The  same  climate  that  has  resulted  in  raids  on  gay  book¬ 
stores,  porn  shops,  bars,  and  cruising  areas  has  produced 
the  renewal  of  anti-abortion  sentiment  and  the  glorification 
of  a  concept  of  ‘family’  that  never  really  existed.  The  same 
establishment  which  promotes  the  idea  that  gay  men  who 
get  ‘gay  diseases’  deserve  them,  promotes  the  idea  that 
women  who  get  pregnant  deserve  the  economic  and  psycho¬ 
logical  penalties  of  raising  a  child  they  do  not  want  or  can¬ 
not  support.  The  message  from  all  quarters  is:  control  your 
sexuality,  or  we  will  control  it  for  you. 
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By  Sue  Hyde 

Whether  you  were  one  of  the  thousands  of  queers 
going  with  the  formidable  flow  in  San  Francisco  or 
one  of  the  pioneering  500  in  Burlington,  Vermont  • 
claiming  gay  space  for  the  first  time,  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Pride  day  is  the  one  day  of  the  year  when  .you  march 
and  listen,  munch  and  flirt  in  a  totally  queer  environ¬ 
ment.  As  much  a  day  for  soothing  the  social  beast  as 
well  as  the  political,  Pride  Day  was  observed  between 
June  9  and  June  26,  depending  upon  local  schedules. 
Rallies  and  marches  are  the  order  of  the  day,  of 
course,  but  gay  men  and  lesbians  were  equally  proud 
at  dances,  parties,  brunches,  teas,  receptions,  films, 
screenings,  religious  services,  foot  races,  picnics  and 
drag  shows.  It  was  all  in  honor  of  the  scruffy  dykes 
and  drag  queens  who  became  street  fighters  on  the 
night  of  June  27,  1969  in  Greenwich  Village  at  the 
Stonewall  Inn. 

The  largest  single  event  in  the  country  was  San 
Francisco’s  thirteenth  annual  Lesbian/Gay  Freedom 
Day.  Police  estimates  put  the  crowd  at  200,000,  but 
Konstantin  Berlandt,  co-chair  of  the  organizing  com¬ 
mittee,  told  GCN  that  his  guess  was  400,000  people. 

The  parade  was  dedicated  to  “People  with  AIDS: 
Those  Who  Have  Died  and  Those  Surviving.’’  A 
group  of  AIDS  people  was  the  first  contingent  in  a 
procession  of  200  plus  floats  and  contingents  and 
thousands  of  individual  marchers. 

Berlandt  said  the  annual  event  had  received  a 
“tremendous  amount  of  publicity,  most  of  it 
negative,  because  of  AIDS.’’  He  said  the  crowd,  the 
largest  ever  at  the  San  Francisco  event,  might  have 
been  much  bigger  except  for  the  AIDS-related  press 
reports. 

Despite  the  unresolved  legal  status  of  gay/lesbian 
immigration,  the  organizers  were  able  to  secure  unob¬ 
structed  passage  to  the  U.S.  for  two  Norwegian  les¬ 
bians  and  a  gay  man  from  Nicaragua.  Due  to  a  late 
grant  received  from  the  Vanguard  Foundation, 
Wenche  Lowzow,  a  lesbian  member  of  Norway’s 
Parliament,  Kim  Friele,  a  Norwegian  lesbian  activist, 
and  Roberto  Gurdian  of  Nicaragua  all  addressed  the 
Freedom  Day  rally. 

Berlandt  stressed  the  participation  of  people  of  col¬ 
or,  both  on  the  stage  and  in  the  audience.  And,  in  a 
reference  to  the  AIDS  crisis,  he  pledged  that  “in  the 
face  of  adversity,  we’ll  come  out  and  come  out 
strong.” 

Burlington,  Vermont,  (see  article  page  one)  and 
Berkeley,  California  were  the  sites  of  first-ever  pride 
marches.  Berkeley  mustered  a  crowd  of  800  on  June 
19  and  sampled  the  political  fare  of  groups  ranging 
from  an  East  Bay  Democratic  club  to  the  Gay 
American  Indians. 

Two  thousand  gay  men  and  lesbians  marched  be¬ 
hind  a  banner  urging,  “Come  Out,  Come  Out, 
Whoever  You  Are”  in  Portland,  Oregon.  A  morning 
rain  cleared  just  fifteen  minutes  before  the  seven- 
block  long  procession  stepped  off  to  Waterfront 
Park.  Lesbian  writer  Sharon  McDonald  delivered 
Portland’s  keynote  address. 

In  St.  Louis,  on  June  26,  the  number  of  marchers 
was  diminished  by  a  heavy  downpour  of  rain  just  be¬ 
fore  the  fourth  annual  pride  parade  was  to  begin.  But 
300  hardy  souls  with  raincoats  and  umbrellas  took  up 
their  banners  for  the  two  mile  trek  along  the  march 
route.  At  a  post-march  rally,  a  larger  crowd  of  five  to 
six  hundred  heard  a  keynote  speech  delivered  by 
Mayor  Gene  Ulrich  of  Bunceton,  Missouri  (pop. 
419).  Ulrich  is  the  only  known  openly  gay  mayor  of 
any  town  or  city  in  the  country.  Having  been  re¬ 
elected  for  a  second  term,  Ulrich  is  considering  run¬ 
ning  for  higher  office. 

The  150  or  so  gay  men  and  lesbians  who  marched 
and  rallied  in  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan  were  rudely  sur¬ 
prised  by  a  man  who  had  repeatedly  attempted  to  dis¬ 
rupt  their  rally  and  then  returned  bearing  a  loaded 
shotgun.  No  shots  were  fired  before  he  was  unarmed 
by  Ann  Arbor  police.  He  was  booked  on  charges 
stemming  from  the  incident,  but  according  to  Annette 
Wilson  of  Ann  Arbor,  the  local  police  have  dropped 
the  charges  and  discouraged  anyone  from  coming  for¬ 
ward  to  file  a  complaint  against  the  man.  Finally, 
though,  a  woman  did  file  a  complaint  against  Robert 
Higgins,  36,  identified  by  several  witnesses  as  the  man 
who  brandished  a  shotgun  at  the  rally.  Higgins  is 
scheduled  for  a  pretrial  hearing  on  July  6. 

One  thousand  people  in  Columbus,  Ohio  strolled 
down  Gay  Street  to  the  Ohio  state  house  where  jour¬ 
nalist  Larry  Bush  addressed  the  crowd.  Bush  discuss¬ 
ed  the  government’s  lack  of  response  to  the  AIDS 
crisis.  A  statement  of  support  from  Ohio  Governor 
Richard  Celeste  was  read  at  the  rally.  During  the 
march,  hecklers  from  the  Moral  Majority  had  taunted 
the  marchers  with  shouts  of  “You  deserve  AIDS 
because  of  your  sin.” 

The  Minneapolis  Gay  Pride  Committee  enjoyed 
record  crowds  for  their  events.  The  best-attended  of 
the  events  was  a  huge  block  party  attracting  4500  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men.  The  eleventh  annual  pride  march 
drew  1 500  marchers,  with  another  1000  attending  the 
annual  Festival  of  Pride. 

In  Atlanta,  2000  people  observed  “Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Civil  Rights  Day”  because  Mayor  Andrew 
Young  refused  to  issue  a  proclamation  of  pride  and 
instead  heralded  “civil  rights.”  West  coast  lesbian 


ACLU  lawyer  Susan  McGrievy  was  among  the  rally 
speakers. 

One  hundred  and  fifty  Providence,  Rhode  Island 
gay  men  and  lesbians  and  their  supporters  hit  the 
streets  for  the  eighth  year  in  a  row.  David  Scondras,  a 
gay  man  running  for  city  council  in  Boston’s  District 
8,  spoke  at  the  rally,  as  did  Diane  Cook  of  the  Rhode 
Island  Alliance  for  Lesbian  and  Gay  Civil  Rights. 
Cook  told  the  crowd,  “Every  one  of  you,  gay  and 
straight,  has  had  to  risk  something  to  be  here  to¬ 
day...  for  an  unpopular  cause.  You’re  incredibly 
brave,  and  if  you’re  straight,  you’re  gutsy,  too.” 

By  Ellen  Young 

PHOENIX  —  “Uniting  for  Freedom,  Recogni¬ 
tion,  and  Understanding,”  the  third  annual  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Human  Rights  March  and  Rally  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  Arizona  Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force 
(ALGTF)  on  June  25th.  Gay  men  and  lesbians  from 
around  the  state,  including  Tucson  and  the  small 
town  of  Kingman,  as  well  as  a  contingent  from  NOW 
were  represented. 

From  1 500  to  2000  people  marched  to  a  rally  at  the 
Phoenix  Civil  Plaza,  where  three  thousand  red, 
white,  and  blue  balloons  were  released,  symbolizing 
freedom  and  “marking  the  entrance  of  the  Arizona 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Task  Force  into  mainstream 
politics,”  according  to  co-chair  Kirk  Baxter. 

While  the  number  of  participants  was  fewer  than 
expected,  Baxter  said,  “I’m  not  dissappointed  with 
the  turnout.  People  are  afraid.  We  got  a  number  of 
calls  from  people  who  said  they  wouldn’t  march  be¬ 
cause  we  were  going  down  Central.” 

Central  Avenue,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  heavi¬ 
ly  travelled  streets  in  the  city,  had  not  been  easily 
secured  as  part  of  the  march  route.  Three  months 
earlier  the  Phoenix  Police  Department  had  approved 
a  route  which  would  have  proceeded  down  Central 
for  nearly  four  miles.  Then  three  weeks  before  the 
event  this  was  withdrawn  and  other  suggestions  were 
made  by  the  police  and  city  officials.  Most  of  these 
were  unacceptable  to  the  Task  Force  because  they  in¬ 
cluded  little  or  none  of  Central.  Finally  ALGTF  went 
to  the  Phoenix  City  Council,  and  created  so  much 
publicity  that  the  matter  was  hurriedly  put  to  rest. 
The  final  route  was  a  variation  on  a  compromise  that 
the  Task  Force  had  suggested  to  the  Council. 

The  most  enthusiastic  responses  of  the  day  were 
inspired  by  the  rally. 

Several  minutes  of  applause  and  cheering  followed 
the  introduction  of  keynote  speaker  Wisconsin  state 
Rep.  David  Clarenbach  (D-Madison).  Clarenbach 
authored  a  comprehensive  gay  rights  bill  and  a  bill  to 
decriminalize  sex  between  consenting  adults,  making 
Wisconsin  the  only  state  to  enact  both  pro-gay  bills. 
He  encouraged  the  crowd  to  do  the  same  in  Arizona 
by  writing  and  calling  their  legislators  and  by 
supporting  the  Task  Force. 

By  John  Zeh 

CINCINNATI  —  Pride  Week  ’83,  the  sixth  here, 
achieved  a  sophistication  and  pervasiveness  that 
others  in  the  Midwest  might  envy. 

Mayor  Tom  Brush  declined  to  officially  declare 
June  11-19  Pride  Week,  but  did  issue  a  proclamation 
recognizing  “the  endeavors  of  the  gay  and  lesbian 
community  and  [expressing]  best  wishes  for  success,” 
which  pleased  organizers.  Mayors  the  past  two  years 
had  not  cooperated. 

More  than  350  people,  most  of  them  wearing  red 
shirts,  opened  the  week  with  a  party  at  Kings  Island 
park.  Advance  publicity  elicited  participation  from 
Michigan,  Indiana,  Illinois,  Kentucky  and  Cleveland, 
Ohio. 

Two  picnics,  an  ecumenical  church  service,  reports 
on  “subject-subject  consciousness”  and  AIDS, 
screenings  of  “You  Are  Not  Alone”  and  “Personal 
Best,”  and  a  dance  rounded  out  the  eight-day  obser¬ 
vance.  A  precedent-setting  gay  production  on  AIDS 
was  aired  twice  during  the  week.  And  about  150  peo¬ 
ple  attended  a  June  19  rally,  featuring  a  Keynote 
speech  by  Harry  Hay,  longtime  gay  activist  from  Los 
Angeles. 

In  the  early  1900’s,  wearing  red,  particularly  a  red 
neck  tie,  was,  in  some  locales,  “to  wear  one’s  badge,” 
signifying  homosexuality.  Celebrants  at  Kings  Island 
revived  the  tradition. 

“It’s  funny  to  see  people’s  reaction,”  commented 
the  secretary  of  the  Greater  Cincinnati  Gay  Coalition 
(GCGC),  which  coordinated  Pride  Week.  “When 
some  realize  what  we  are,  they  buy  different-colored 
shirts  and  change.  Some  ask,  ‘What  is  this,  some  kind 
of  fraternity?’  The  standard  response  is  ‘No,  we’re  a 
sorority!’  There’s  a  lot  of  good  reaction  from 
people.” 

Asked  why  the  day  at  an  amusement  park  was  given 
promotion  equal  to  the  more  political  rally,  he 
replied,  “This  really  represents  the  fun  part  of  Pride 
Week,  a  chance  for  everybody  to  get  out  and  have  a 
good  time,  with  real  sense  of  unity  and  strength  in 
numbers.  When  100  people  get  together  to  see  a  show 
or  ride  a  ride,  it  doesn’t  matter  if  they  hold  their 
lover  s  hand.  People  don’t  worry  about  harassment; 
they  just  be  themselves.” 
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FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 


16  Haviland  St.,  Boston,  MA  02115  267-7573 


Mon-Thurs.  9am-9pm  Friday  9am-6pm  Sat.  9am-5pm 
Wed.  6:30-8pm  Walk  in  VD  Testing  &  Treatment 


Services  Include 


•  Specialty  care  including  minor  surgery,  dermatology,  infectious  diseases, 
gynecology,  podiatry  (including  sports  medicine),  nutrition,  family  practice,  and 
psychiatry 

•  Board  certified  gay  and  lesbian  physicians  and  nurse  practitioners  available 


•  You  can  now  get  Hepatitis-B  screening  and  vaccine. 


•  3arner  free  •  24  Hour  Physician  On  Call  Service 

•  Patients  needmg  to  be  hospitalized  are  admitted  to  the  Beth  Israel  Hospital 

•  Nationally  recognized  specialists  in  the  diagnosis  &  treatment  of  sexually 
transmitted  disreases 


12  YEARS  SERVING  THE  GAY/LESBIAN  COMMUNITY 


Active,  Goal-oriented 


Therapy  for  Anxiety 


Serving  the  community  since  1976 


For  individuals  with  anxieties  over  AIDS-related  life-style 
changes,  other  fears,  or  problems  with  shyness  or  coming 
out,  we  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy  and  en¬ 
courage  them  to  evaluate  their  own  progress  toward  very 
specific  goals.  Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists, 
social  workers,  and  psychiatrists.  For  information  call 
262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 

-  Specializing  in  short-term, 

,  problem-focused  therapy 

behciyior  45  Newbury  Street,  Boston 

0550CI0TC5  Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Dr.  J  onathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 


Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute 
and  Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions 
resulting  from  occupational  stress  and 
nervous  tension. 

Evening  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Licensed  Clinical  Psychologist 

Dr.  Scott  E.  Borrelli 


Individual  Psychotherapy  Couples  Counseling 
Stress/Anxiety  Reduction  Relief  from  Depression 

Health  Insurance  Accepted 


(617)  246-3275 


2  Park  Squre,  Boston,  MA 
339  Salem  Street,  Wakefield,  MA 
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Jim  Fishman,  licsw 


Psychotherapy  for  Gay  Community 


individuals  and  couples 
insurance  accepted 


2  Park  Square,  Boston 
(617)  628-8286 


A  Woman  ’y  Own 


Episode  Final:  Marcie 
Goes  to  Gay  Pride 


By  Andrea  Loewenstein 

“Awesome  to  the  max!”  ejac¬ 
ulated  Marcie  Linguini,  as  the 
young  womoon,  resembling  for  all 
the  world  a  swollen  bud  threaten¬ 
ing  to  erupt,  watched  the  march 
surge  by,  chanting  and  gesticulat¬ 
ing  in  their  grotty  and  vulgar 
plumage.  It  was  Marcie’s  Veryfirst 
Gaypride  march,  and  the  sight  of 
so  many  of  HerKind  in  one  place 
caused  the  hairs  on  her  legs  to 
stand  up  straignt  and  the  sweat  to 
pour  down  like  a  fountain  over¬ 
flowing  form  her  lovely  young  arm 
pits.  And  yet  Marcie  paused  with 
hesitant  feet  on  the  sidewalk  where 
the  brook  and  swamp  met.  Was 
she  the  only  one  in  all  the  swirling 
crowd  with  neither  group,  partner, 
nor  pet — the  only  one  who  had 
come  to  Gaypride  all  alone? 

Marcie  watched  a  beaming 
Olderwomoon  march  by,  linked 
arm-in-arm  with  her  tall  son,  he 
resplendent  in  a  lavender  jock¬ 
strap,  she  sporting  a  large  sign  with 
read,  “I’M  PROUD  I  MADE  MY 
SON  GAY!”  After  a  while,  she 
spotted  her  ex-teacher,  Claire 
Engelhamburger,  walk  by,  deep  in 
obviously  profound  conversation 
with  her  lover,  the  massuese,  Fri¬ 
day  Child. 

“I  wish  / had  a  lover  or  my  Mom 
to  march  with,”  whimpered  Mar¬ 
cie,  who  had  told  her  Mom  she  was 
shopping  for  college  clothes  at 
Filene’s  Basement. 

“LESBIAN  SM  4H  CLUB” 
read  another  proudly  weilded  sign . 
“DO  IT  WITH  UNDERAGE 
GERMAN  SHEPHERDS”  read 
another. 

Dogged  and  cowed,  Marcie 
shrunk  back  further  into  her  shell. 
“They  can  all  probably  tell  just  by 
looking  that  I  haven’t  done  it  with 
anyone  at  all,”  she  mused  para- 
noidly,  “Except  for  that  one  time 
in  the  steam  room,  and  that  was 
just  because  they  didn’t  know  it 
was  me.  1  don’t  belong  with  all 


these  Gay  and  Proud  people.  May¬ 
be  1  better  go  home  and  watch  this 
march  on  TV!” 

Little  did  our  Marcie  know  that 
the  grass  is  always  Columbian  on 
the  other  side.  Let  us  look  now, 
dear  reader,  at  the  sinister  dramas 
so  redolent  of  the  seamy  side  of  the 
invert’s  life  which  lurked  so  close 
under  the  happily  deceptive 
surfaces  Marcie  had  observed. 

“Mother,  I  wish  you’d  find 
your  own  parade  to  march  in,”  Sal 
Guilteri  was  hissing  between  splin- 
teringy  gritty  teeth.  “Can’t  you  let 
me  have  something  of  my  own  for 
once  in  my  life?  How  am  I  sposed 
to  pick  anyone  up  at  the  rally  with 
you  along?” 

“Never  mind,  dear,”  she  ans¬ 
wered,  long-sufferingly.  “I  was 
only  trying  to  please  you.  And  per¬ 
haps  we’ll  find  someone  who’s  in¬ 
to  an  incestuous  threesome,  any¬ 
way.” 

Meanwhile,  Friday  Child  and 
Claire  Engelhamburger,  aware 
that  in  order  to  achieve  the  lesbian- 
feminist-socialist-egalitarian  ideal, 
all  issues  must  be  struggled  with 
until  flogged  to  death,  engaged  in 
bitter  colloquy. 

“So  go  march  with  the  Afro- 
Amazons  already,”  said  Claire, 
“I’ll  go  march  with  the  Judeo- 
Judiths.  We’ll  never  find  each 
other  the  whole  march,  but  that’s 
fine.  Just  don’t  expect  me  to  come 
rescue  you  again  if  you  end  up 
worshipping  in  another  ash-can.1 
Friday  stood  stock-still  with  ex¬ 
asperation,  thus  holding  up  her 
part  of  the  march  and  receiving  a 
smart  blow  from  the  steel-studded 
cricufix  held  by  one  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  of  SARM  (Sex  as  Religious 
Mortification)  who  was  moving 
along  at  a  fast  trot  so  as  not  to  be 
confused  with  the  flanking  group, 
MOB  (Men  Onto  Boys). 

“We  can’t  march  with  the  HTT 
(Holier  Than  Thou)  women  be¬ 


cause  we’ll  be  sure  to  run  into 
Pony  Hightower  and  Naomi 
Clamshell  and  every  other  damn  ex 
either  of  us  has  ever  had  in  this 
town.  You  say  you  don’t  want  to 
go  with  ‘the  polar-puncturitis 
group,  and  I’ll  be  damned  if  I  go 
with  the  schoolteachers.  You  told 
me  yourself  you  owe  seven  articles 
to  the  features  editor  of  Gay  Con¬ 
troversy  Networks,  so  you’re  too 
guilty  to  march  with  them.  And 
you  know  I’m  allergic  to  dogs!” 

Arguing  absorbedly  in  the 
primoridal  way  of  lovers,  they 
were  startled  when  the  white 
balloons,  filled  with  wobbly  gay 
gas,  landed  on  their  heads  as  the 
church-bells  chimed. 

“Oh  well,”  the  two  began  to 
smile  simultaneously.  “Here  we 
are.”  And  now  Claire  turned  to 
Friday  with  a  look  of  tenderness  il¬ 
luminating  her  face.  “You  know,  I 
feel  thankful  to  Woman’s  Own, 
even  if  we  don’t  go  there  anymore. 
Without  it,  I  never  would  have  met 
you. 

“We  would  have  met.”  And 
Friday,  whose  religious  experience 
had  left  her  with  a  Cosmic  sense  of 
the  Karmic  sway  of  all  life,  kissed 
her  lover  on  the  lips.  “Woman’s 
Own  was  only  an  end  to  a  means 
for  us.  Sooner  or  later,  we  would 
have  met.  Oh  look,”  she  added. 
“There’s  Marcie,  talking  to  a  real 
cutey.  Over  here,  Marcie.” 

And  soon  the  four  of  them  sat 
together  ’neath  the  hot  gay  sun, 
quietly  holding  hands  as  they  lis- 


tened  to  the  boring  speeches  and 


greeted  the  stream  of  old  friends, 
enemies,  lovers,  and  bedfellows 
who  made  up  the  tatters  and  pat¬ 
ches  of  their  Lesbian  Lives. 

“We  are  proud  to  announce,” 
bellowed  the  MC,  “our  next 
speaker.  She’s  only  been  Out  a  few 
weeks,  but  she’s  fat,  overfifty, 
Jewish,  into  leather,  and  suffers 
Continued  on  page  11 


LAWRENCE  D.  FARRELL 
LICENSED  THERAPIST 


Individual  and 
Relationship  Issues 
Special  Interest  and 
Experience 
Working  With 
Black  Men  and  Women 


482-0557  By  Appointment 
Insurance  Accepted 


PSYCHOLOGY  OF  THE 
IMPLICATE 

Transformation  Through 
NEW  PARADIGM 
THEOLOGY  AS 
THERAPY 

MARION  B.  CASE,  PH.D. 

BOSTON  +  HUDSON 

PRIVATE  INSURANCE 
ACCEPTED 

_ (617)  568-0680 _ 


HAVING  DIFFICULTY 
COMING  OUT? 


Maybe  you  want  to  change 
things  but  don’t  know  how. 
CHANGE  is  what  Social 
Therapy  is  about. 


Social  Therapy  is  a  progressive 
approach  to  coming  out  in  a 
homophobic  society. 


The  Boston  Institute  for 
Social  Therapy  and  Research 


sliding  scale 


524-7710 


healthy  teeth  . . . 

they're  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
1259  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
617  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


GARY  BUSECK  and 
STEPHEN  ANSOLABEHERE 

ATTORNEYS 


landlord/lease  problems 
wilis/probate 
real  estate  transactions 
relationship  contracts 


income  tax 
criminal  &  civil  trials 
injury  claims 

partnerships/corporations 


FREE  INITIAL  CONSULTATION 

426-9244 


2  Park  Square,  Boston,  MA  021  16 
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S/M  Forum 

Continued  from  page  6 
principles  which  reign  over  a  fem- 
•  inist’s  “real”  life  should  also 
govern  her  s/m  scenes.  Some  s/m 
lesbians  around  the  country,  at¬ 
tacked  for  using  Nazi  parapha- 
nalia  in  s/m  play,  have  argued  that 
what  they  do  sexually  does  not  re¬ 
flect  oraffect  their  politics.  No  one 
at  the  Boston  forum  said  they  are 
convinced  that  the  two  have  no 
relationship,  but  most  who  spoke 
felt  uncomfortable  imposing  limits 
on  what  other  women  do  consen- 
sually  in  private. 

It  was  evident  that  this  was  one 
of  the  first  dialogues  about  lesbian 
s/m  that  Boston  s/m  lesbians  and 
their  supporters  have  had.  Many 
women  contradicted  themselves. 
For  example,  a  leather  dyke,  who 
has  probably  been  thrown  out  of  a 
few  “women’s  spaces”  herself, 
came  dangerously  close  to  saying 
that  women  whose  attire  offends 
her  should  not  be  allowed  in  les¬ 
bian  bars. 

“1  have  no  place  in  telling 
anyone  what  to  do  in  bed,”  said 

New  York 

C  'out  inued  from  page  1 

June  25  edition  of  the  New  York 
Times,  Apuzzo  said,  “If  the  New 
York  Times  can  say  that  the 
Reagan  administration  is  yawning 
over  the  AIDS  crisis,  then  you  and 
me  know  they  are  sound  asleep, 
and  we’re  going  to  wake  them 
up!” 

In  a  special  message  to  Gover¬ 
nor  Cuomo,  Apuzzo  noted  that 
“we  needed  that  $5.2  million  and 
it’s  a  damn  good  thing  we  got  it.” 
(See  related  article,  this  issue.) 

Other  speakers  at  the  rally  in¬ 
cluded  corrrr£  Robin  Tyler,  Larry 
Kramer,  a  founder  of  the  Gay 
Men’s  Health  Crisis,  Betty  Powell, 
a  Brooklyn  College  professor  and 
Astraea  Foundation  activist,  and 
James  Credle,  a  Vietnam  War 
veteran  and  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  activist.  One  speaker  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  Christopher  Street 
Liberation  Day  Committee  at  the 
last  minute  was  Billy  Burke,  a  gay 
man  with  AIDS,  whose  mother  ac¬ 
companied  him  to  the  podium, 
eliciting  cheers  from  the  crowd. 


one  of  the  panelists.  “Where  it 
starts  to  step  on  my  toes  is  if  1  have 
to  see  it.  If  I  have  to  see  somebody 
in  the  bar  dressed  in  complete 
Gestapouniform,  that  would  be  a 
little  bit  much.  That  effects  me, 
and  it’s  not  consensual  because  I 
don’t  want  to  see  that  ....  If  it’s 
spilling  out  into  real  life  —  if  they 
go  out  and  join  the  Klan  because 
they  like  it,  then  it  is  a  problem.” 

“Talking  about  limits  gets  into 
absurdity  after  a  while,”  said 
another  woman.  “How  are  we  go¬ 
ing  to  police  what  people  think, 
what  people  do  sexually,  what 
people  say  to  each  other  when  they 
talk  about  sex? 

However,  the  woman  who  had 
said  earlier  that  she  thinks  unre¬ 
solved  problems  in  a  relationship 
should  be  kept  out  of  s/m  play  said 
that  feminist  values  should  not  be 
kept  out. 

“There  is  a  difference  between 
feminist  s/m  and  non-feminist 
s/m,”  she  said,  then  went  on  to 
imply  that  it  is  okay  to  use  racist  or 
classist  stereotypes  in  s/m  play  on- 


“Some  people  have  referred  to 
me  as  an  AIDS  victim,”  said 
Burke.  “That  term  implies  help¬ 
lessness  and  defeat.  I  am  neither.  I 
am  a  breathing,  feeling,  sexual  be¬ 
ing  with  a  disease. 

“We  have  to  honor  the  dead, 
but  we  have  responsibility  to  the 
living,”  Burke  added.  “People  are 
being  discriminated  against  be¬ 
cause  of  this  disease.  I’m  convinc¬ 
ed  that  fear  and  hysteria  are  far 
more  contagious  than  any 
disease.” 


Vermont 


Continued  from  page  I 
Vermont’s  largest  (and  only)  city, 
still  maintains  a  small-town  atmos¬ 
phere  among  its  38,000  residents. 

“For  every  gay  man  I’ve  talked 
to  who  says  he’s  coming  to  the 
march,  there  are  ten  gay  men  who 
say  they  are  afraid,”  explained 
Howdy  Russell,  a  lifelongresident 
of  the  area  who  spoke  at  the  rally. 
“That’s  why  we’re  here  today.” 


ly  if  you  are  in  reality  a  member  of 
an  oppressed  race  or  class  and  you 
somehow  reverse  this  dynamic  in 
the  scene. 

“As  a  white  feminist,  1  have  no 
business  doing  master/slave 
scenes,  for  example.  If  I  want  to 
play  with  those  kinds  of  really 
strong  power  imbalances,  I  need  to 
find  other  symbols,  other  ways  to 
do  that.  Class  is  one  I  do  play  with. 
Some  friends  (of  mine)  did  a  scene 
where  there  was  a  working  class 
ehauffeurastop  and  a  rich  bitch  in 
back  (playing  the  bottom.)  Willi 
this  (kind  of  scene]  I  work  with  my 
own  feelings  of  powerlessness  as  a 
working  class  woman.” 

During  the  forum,  one  “non- 
s/m  lesbian”  present  asked, 
“How  do  I  explain  to  my  non-s/m 
friends  about  s/m?” 

“Let  she  who  is  without  fantasy 
cast  the  first  stone,”  someone 
answered. 

The  Boston  Area  Lesbian  S/M 
Group  holds  social  get-togethers- 
monthly.  Call  776-7957  for  more 
information.  Urania  meets  Tues- 


But,  said  Russell,  “I’m  a  little 
more  angry  than  I’m  scared.” 

Following  the  rally,  the  crowd, 
many  carrying  banners,  placards 
and  lavender  balloons,  marched 
along  a  one-mile  route  that  took 
them  past  Pearl’s,  the  city’s  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  bar,  the  Free  Press 
offices,  where  the  marchers  broke 
into  a  chorus  of  boos,  and  Church 
Street,  a  pedestrian  shopping  mall, 
where  shoppers  and  the  patrons  of 
sidewalk  cafes  suddenly  found 
themselves  in  the  midst  of  the 
parade. 

“It’s  the  homosexuals,”  ex¬ 
claimed  one  woman  shopper. 
“Aren’t  they  beautiful?” 

A  wedding  party  assembled  in 
front  of  the  First  Congregational 
Church  looked  on  as  the  marchers 
passed  by.  A,man  from  the  party 
threw  rice  at  the  parade,  and  a 
bouquet-carrying  woman  in  a  pur¬ 
ple  dress  accepted  a  lavender 
balloon  from  one  of  the  marchers. 

Despite  the  adverse  publicity 
and  a  few  anonymous  telephone 


days  at  7:30.  Discussion  topics  for 
the  upcoming  two  months  include: 
psychological  drama  of  scenes  and 
psychic  domination;  s/m  in  other 
cultures;  verbal  abuse  and 
humiliation:  paraphernalia  and 
safetyeoncerns;  what  does  it  mean 
for  a  womat;  to  be  a  top?  For  in¬ 
formation  call  623-7258  or  write  to 
Box  23,  89Mass.  Avenue,  Boston, 
02115. 


A  Woman’s 
Own 

Continued from  page  10 
from  a  partial  hearing  loss  in  one 
ear,  so  we  thought  she  was  too 
good  to  pass  up.” 

Proud  of  this  sparkling  in¬ 
troduction,  our  old  friend  Ivy  Lit  - 
tleneck  took  the  witness  stand. 
“I’d  like  to  begin  my  speech  with  a 
little  poem,”  she  said,  “dedicated 


threats  received  by  Burlington 
police,  the  day  passed  without  in¬ 
cident  and  with  only  an  occasional 
interruption  by  an  isolated  heck¬ 
ler.  Representatives  of  the  church 
coalition  which  had  fought  the 
Aldermen’s  proclamation  passed 
out  literature  promoting  cures  and 
salvation  from  a  small  table  at  the 


to  all  my  friends  at  a  Woman’s 
Own.” 

Of  my  own  sex  I’d  dream  and  moan 
But  always  thought  1  was  alone. 
Until  I  came  to  Woman’s  Own, 

And  all  those  females  in  the  nude 
Caused  my  thoughts  to  get  quite 
lewd. 

A  steam-room  orgy  showed  me  the 
way — 

So  now  I  stand  up  here  today. 

Deaf  and  Jewish,  fat  and  grey. 

But  most  of  all — Proud  and  Gay! 

“It  looks  like  a  Woman’s  Own 
was  an  end  to  a  means  for  other 
womeen  than  us,”  Friday  nudged 
Claire. 

“It  certainly  was  for  me,” 
agreed  Marcie.  “Along  with 
knowing  you  two.” 

“Yes,”  agreed  Claire,  “I  think 
it  served  a  purpose  lor  all  of  us. 
And  now,  on  to  bigger  and  better 
things!” 

'In  the  last  episode,  Friday’s  Psvchic 
Seekings  led  her  to  take  refuge  in  a 
puce  ash-can  from  which  she  had  to  be 
removed  by  Claire. 


far  end  of  City  Hall  Park. 

By  the  eiid  of  the  day,  par¬ 
ticipants  were  calling  the  after¬ 
noon  a  success,  and  even  the  Free 
Press  reporter  covering  the  event 
had  words  of  praise.  “I’ve  got  to 
say,”  admitted  Bill  Braun,  “as 
parades  go,  it  was  a  hell  of  a  lot 
better  than  Memorial  Dav.” 


gay  community  news 

TYPESETTING 

Services 


•  resumes 

•  letterhead 

•  fliers 


•  brochures 

•  newsletters 

•  magazines 


Reasonable  rates 

for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


Ward,  Rizzo  &  Lund 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


•  Relationship  Contracts 

•  Wills 

•  Domestic  Relations 

•  Corporate  Matters 


•  Immigration 

•  Civil  Sc  Criminal  Litigation 

•  Real  Estate  Transactions 

•  Estate  Planning 


Two  Park  Square  •  Boston,  Massachusetts  02116 
617-426-2020 


»#r 

DAVID  L. 

COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

1  45  Williams  Street 

Orleans  Shopping  Plaza 

Wellesley,  Mass.  02181 

E.  Orleans,  Mass.  02643 

235-8500 

,255-2600 

Call  Toll  Free  1-800-352-3185 

ATTENTION!! 

ALL  CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISERS 

As  of  Volume  11,  Number  1.  the 
classified  rates  go  up.  Any  ads 
received  with  incorrect  payments 
will  be  returned,  so  it  is  to  your  ad¬ 
vantage  to  pay  at  the  new  rates. 
(See  ad  form.)  This  was  a  necessary 
increase.  We  hope  ft  will  not  pinch 
anyone  too  seriously.  Thank  you  for 
your  patience  and  cooperation  .  .  . 
and  your  money! ! 


GENERAL  DENTISTRY 

DP.  JOHN  C.  BARNA 
D.M.D. 

739  BOYLSTON  STREET 
SUITE  400 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 

APPOINTMENT  617-353-1500 


COTTAGES  FOR  RENT 

near  Lewiston,  Maine 

•  On  T rip  Lake 

•  Swimming,  boating, 
fishing 

•  Sandy  beach 

•  complete  kitchen  unit 

1  bdrm  —  $1 80/week 

2  brlrm  —  $225/week 

Call  Rendevouz 
(207)  998-2168 


A  year-round  GALLERY 


Inner 

Dimensions 


Leaded  crystal  figurines 
Crystal  balls  —  pyrimids  —  prisms 
pewter 

Brazilian  Agate  Slabs 
Gold 

Picture  Jasper 
Silver 

Ouadz  Healing  Crystal 
Sand  castles 
Crafts 


389  Commercial  St.  Provincetown  487-0511 

A  unique  and  maqical  place  to  visit 


‘WATERSHIP 
INN 


Relaxed  atmosphere 
Central  location 

Complimentary  continental  breakfast 

Innkeeper  : Jim  Foss 


P.O.  Box  918 
7  Wmthrop  Street 
Provincetown,  Mass.  02657 
(617)  487-0094 


A  penetrating  novel  which 
asks  who  best  can  save 
a  boy’s  sanity:  the  child 
care  professionals  or  the 
man  who  loves  him. 

$  8  including  post  and  packing 
Order  from 

THE  COLTSFOOT  PRESS 
SPARTACUS 
P.O.BOX  3496 
1001  AG  AMSTERDAM 
THE  NETHERLANDS 


cAFTER  HOURS 

at  the 

BRATTLE  THEATRE 

40  Brattle  St,  Cambridge  876-4226 


R 


C<,yfiqn!  1 982  urutt  0  Artrslx  Corporation  A-  •e'**N* *C 

United  Artists  Classics 


July  8  &  9 
AT  MIDNIGHT 
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BOSTON-AREA 
GAY/LESBIAN 
BUSINESS  GUIDE 


ACCOMMODATIONS 


OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Rd., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-2262 

WATERSHIP  INN 
P.O.Box  918 
7  Winthrop  St. 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0094 

BOOKSTORES 


GLAD  DAY 
BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  St. 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)542-0144 

CHIROPRACTORS 


DR.  EDWARD  COHEN 
Brookline  Family 
Chiropractic  Office 
1330  Beacon  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-7744 

DR.  JONATHAN  D. 
STEIN 

375  Harvard  St. 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)232-7200 

CINEMA 

ART  CINEMA 
204  Tremont  St., 
Boston,  MA  02111 
(617)482-4661 

NORTH  STATION 
CINEMA  2 
175  Portland  St. 
Boston,  MA,  02114 
(617)227-0513 

DENTISTRY 


DR. RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

JOHN  C.  BARNA, 

D.M.D. 

739  Boylston  St. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  353-1500 


GYMS 

NEW  ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S  GYM 
46  Waltham  St. 

South  End,  Boston,  MA 

(617)451-3514 

and 

1261  Cambridge  St. 
Inman  Sq., 

Cambridge,  MA 
(as  of  April  1st) 


This  guide  provides  a  listing 
of  gay/lesbian  owned,  staffed, 
or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  To  have  your 
business  or  service  listed  (for 
only  $30.00  per  year)  call 
426-4469. 

i 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 


TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02138 
(617)661-0248 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
80  Boylston  St. #855, 
Boston,  MA  021 1 6 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  St., 

Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)267-7573 

JACK  CEMPELLIN,  M.S. 
ASSOCIATED 
COUNSELORS 
Salem  &  Copley  Square 
(617)  745-7029 

GENDER  IDENTITY 
SERVICE  OF 
NEW  ENGLAND 
136  Causeway  St. 
Hudson,  MA  01749 
(617)  568-0680 

WOMEN 


NEW  WORDS 

BOOKSTORE 

186  Hampshire  St., 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 

(617)876-5310 

WOMENCRAFTS,  INC., 
P.O.  Box  190, 

373  Commercial  St., 
Provincetown,  MA  02657 

WOMEN’S  BARS 

THE  MARQUEE 
512  Mass  Ave' 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
492-9545 

SOMEWHERE/ELSE 
295  Franklin  St. 

Boston  423-7730 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

REAL  ESTATE 

MARK  THOMAS  CO, 
LTD 

Mark  Zimmerman 
Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
(617)  227-2209 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO. 
INC. 

318  Harvard  St.  #31 
The  Arcade  Building 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

LIMOUSINE  SERVICES 


WAITES  ROLLS  ROYCE 
LIMOUSINE  SERVICE 
Christopher  Waites 
(617)  567-0420 
(305)  564-1292 

INFORMATION/MEDIA 

XANADU  GRAPHICS 
143  Albany  St., 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
661-6975 


THE  GAY  GUY’S  GUIDE 
x  NO.  STATION 


CINEMA  2 


227-0513 


-  DIRECT  FROM  NEW  YORK  - 

“RUGGED  MEN” 
“YOUNG  BLOOD” 
and 

“FIVE  HARD  PIECES” 
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Amazing  Gays 

The  Choral  Majority 


AMAZING  GA  YS 
Larry  Wisch  arr.  Leslie  Hassberg 

Amazing  gays,  how  sweet  we  sound 
As  we  sing  harmony 
We  seek  a  world  where  justice  reigns 
Where  people  can  be  free. 

We’re  many  races,  creeds  and  types 
We’re  many  yet  we’re  one 
We’re  everywhere  in  every  land 
We  may  be  anyone. 

Yes,  we ’ve  been  queer  ten  thousand 
years 

Bright  shining  as  the  sun 
Our  movement's  progress  has  been 
great 

And  more  is  still  to  come. 


Original  Hymn:  Amazing  Grace 


The  Choral  Majority  singing  at  the  GCN  Birthday  Party 


By  Will  James 

They  stand  sedately  grouped  on 
the  stage  in  black  choir  robes.  Two 
women  and  two  men,  they  smile 
sweetly  —  almost  beatifically  — 
and  begin  to  sing  in  rich  harmony: 
Amazing  gays,  how  sweet  we  sound 
As  we  sing  harmony 
We  seek  a  world  where  justice  reigns 
Where  people  can  be  free. 

This  is  a  gospel  quartet  like  no 
other.  They  are  San  Francisco’s 
Choral  Majority,  and  for  two  and 
one  half  years  they  have 
simultaneously  delighted  and 
shocked  audiences  —  they  call 
them  “congregations”  —  with 
their  parodies  of  hymns  and 
patriotic  songs.  The  quartet,  con¬ 
sisting  of  soprano  Leslie  Hassberg, 
alto  Barbara  Brautigam,  tenor 
Larry  Wisch  and  bass  Tim  Curbo, 
sings,  dances,  jokes  and  preaches 
in  its  continuing  battle  against 
homophobia,  the  new  right,  sex¬ 
ism  and  Reaganomics. 

The  Choral  Majority’s  goals  are 
to  celebrate  gay  community  while 
at  the  same  time  challenging  au¬ 
diences  and  informing  them  of 
issues  —  all  to  the  tune  of  a  church 


choir.  “I’ve  always  loved  singing 
these  songs,”  says  Barbara 
Brautigam,  a  former  Lutheran  and 
Baptist  who  has  sung  in  choirs 
since  age  five.  “But  if  I  ever  stop¬ 
ped  to  think  about  the  words  . . . 
ecch!”  Similarly,  Tim  Curbo,  a 
former  Methodist  choir  director, 
loved  the  singing,  “but  the  lyrics 
were  empty.” 

Leslie  Hassberg  says,  “What 
appeals  to  me  about  our  music  is 
that  we  are  taking  what’s  been  us¬ 
ed  as  a  weapon  against  us  and 
turning  it  back  on  the  new  right. 
It’s  a  liberating  experience  for 
many  people  who  grew  up  with 
this  music  to  hear  our  lyrics,  to 
realize  that  this  music  can  be 
changed.” 

“People  need  to  be  stretched,” 
Curbo  adds.  “We  don’t  want  to 
simply  please  people,  telling  them 
what  they  already  know.  Part  of 
our  thing  is  to  offend  and  shake 
people  up.  We  attack  sacred  cows 
of  all  kinds  and  help  people  ques¬ 
tion  them.  If  anything  is  made  too 
sacred  it  becomes  oppressive,  be  it 
religion,  or  feminism  or  gay 


politics.” 

In  keeping  with  this,  the  group 
lampoons  everything  from  Moral 
Majority  style  religion  to  lesbian 
and  gay  male  lifestyles.  Comment¬ 
ing  on  a  good  natured  spoof  of 
Holly  Near’s  “Nicolia”  Hassberg 
says,  “Even  Holly  Near  shouldn’t 
be  a  sacred  cow.  It  doesn’t  do  any¬ 
one  any  good  to  feel  they’re  right 
all  the  time.  That’s  one  of  the  most 
important  things  we’re  saying.  At 
some  point  we  manage  to  offend 
everyone.  But  they  love  it!  They 
tell  us  what  it  is  they  don’t  like,  but 
they  dojisten  to  us.”  - 

The  Choral  Majority  got  its  start 
two  and  a  half  years  ago  singing 
against  the  Moral  Majority  under 
the  sponsorship  of  Community 
United  Against  Violence  (CUAV). 
Then,  as  now,  Larry  Wisch  wrote 
the  lyrics  and  Leslie  Hassberg  was 
musical  director.  For  a  year  they 
sang  on  an  ad  hoc  basis,  Leslie  and 
Larry  being  the  only  consistent 
members.  The  group  began  to 
stabilize  when  Tim  Curbo  and 


YOUR  FINEST  SCOURER 

was  established  to  help  you  with  your  house¬ 
cleaning  chores.  We  do  almost  ANYTHING 
that  you  may  not  like  about  cleaning. 
FLOORS,  WINDOWS,  BATHROOMS,  AND 
ETC.  are  our  specialty.  So  if  you  want  MORE 
TIME  to  YOURSELF  —  give  YOUR  FINEST 
SCOURER  a  call. 

♦♦♦♦♦ 

For  an  appointment  —  292-6360  (8am-6pm) 

owned  and  operated  by  J.  R.  Livingston 
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Robert 

Dargon== 

825-7600 


t. 
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CAREER 

RESUME 


•  $15  and  up,  24-hour 
service 

•  Tailored  to  highlight 
marketable  skills  & 
strengths 

•  Full  service — Campaign 
package 

•  Saturday  &  Evening  hours 

CAREER  RESUME 
At  Downtown  Crossing 

77  Summer  St.,  Boston 
423-5554 

10%  off  with  this  ad. 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation 
$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.&S.  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


CHASE  MOVERS 


*  Reasonable  Rates 

*  Reliable 

*  2  men 


Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar  •  Copy  Cellar 
55  Broad  St.,  Boston  (617)  542-8280 
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•  (617)  923- 1299 
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Not  Usual 

Continued  from  pane  / 

New  York,”  said  one  trans¬ 
planted  New  Yorker  who  had 
traded  the  East  River  for  Lake 
Champlain.  ‘‘There’s  seven 
miles  of  people  marching.  None 
of  them  are  making  a  statement. 
But  to  marih  here  in  Burlington 
means  coming  out  to  everyone 
in  towm.” 

1  didn’t  understand  at  first 
why  they  held  the  rally  before 
the  march.  Usually,  Pride  rallies 
serve  as  an  epilogue,  to  collect 
and  give  vent  to  the  energy  built 
up  in  the  streets.  But  1  soon 
realized  that  the  rally  was  to 
function  as  a  warmup  for  the 
main  event.  Gathered  in  the 
park  facing  city  hall,  people  lent 
each  other  support,  building 
courage  from  the  speeches  and 
the  simple  presence  of  500  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  in  full  view. 

When  they  finally  marched, 
the  anxiety  turned  to  euphoria 
as  the  procession  picked  up 
momentum.  The  statement 
made  by  the  500  marchers  met, 
for  the  most  part,  with  approval 
and  support  from  the  crowds  of 
bystanders. 

1  had  a  moment  of  regret 
once,  during  the  long  bus  trip  en 
route  to  the  march.  Why  had  I 
taken  off  alone,  leaving  all  my 
friends  to  enjoy  the  once-yearly 
exhileration  in  sheer  numbers  at 
the  New  York  march?  But  as  I 
filled  time  on  the  bus  trip  home 
by  writing  the  accompanying  ar¬ 
ticle,  1  only  felt  sorry  that  none 
of  them  had  accepted  my  invita¬ 
tion  to  come  north  for  an 
unusually  impressive  display  of 
Lesbian  and  Gay  Pride. 


AIDS  Funding 

Continued  from  page  3 

(D-Saugerties),  a  legislative  ally  of 
the  governor.  ‘‘There  seems  to  be 
growing  awareness  that  the  general 
population  could  be  involved.” 

But  Steve  Altschuler  of  Good¬ 
man’s  office,  noted,  ‘‘The  gover¬ 
nor  always  wants  to  know  where 
the  money  is.  He  didn’t  come 
around  on  his  own,  this  was  played 
up  in  the  Albany  press  and  he  pro¬ 
bably  got  worried  aobut  the 
publicity.  His  track  record  on  this 
issue  hasn’t  been  very  good.” 

—  filed  from  New  York 
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Continued  from  page  6 

Ruth  .Shoenbach  joined,  and  a 
year  ago  Barbara  Brautigam  re¬ 
placed  Ruth  as  alto.  In  its  short  ex¬ 
istence,  the  Choral  Majority  has 
sung  at  the  81  and  ’82  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Lesbian  and  Gay  Freedom 
Day  Rallies,  the  ’82  San  Jose  Gay 
Day  and  numerous  other  engage¬ 
ments,  and  collaborated  with  the 
Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indulgence  in 
the  famous  ‘‘Holy  Daze”  celebra¬ 
tion,  an  Easter,  Passover  and 
Pagan  festival  held  in  the  spring  of 
1982. 

‘‘When  we  started,”  says 
Wisch,  ‘‘we  were  into  confronta¬ 
tion,  but  we’ve  found  the  songs 
that  last,  that  audiences  request, 


are  the  ones  that  affirm,  like 
‘Amazing  Gays’.  They  are  the 
songs  that  build  community.” 
Brautigam  adds,  ‘‘Offending  can 
be  limiting.  Somewhere  there’s  a 
balance  between  offending  and  af¬ 
firming.  That’s  what  it’s  all 
about.” 

‘‘Our  material  has  changed  bas¬ 
ed  on  people’s  responses  and  our 
own  feelings,”  notes  Hassberg. 
“We’ve  moved  away  from  the 
more  virulently  anti-religious  stuff 
toward  more  affirming,  gay  pride 
material.” 

Such  shifts  are  not  haphazard 
for  the  Choral  Majority.  They  are 
the  result  of  careful  thought  and 
discussion.  When  Wisch  writes  a 
song,  he  submits  it  to  the  group 
who  then  discuss  and  make  ap¬ 
propriate  changes  in  the  lyrics. 
“We  work  by  consensus,”  says 
Wisch.  “If  anyone  feels  strongly 
against  a  song,  we  don’t  sing  it.” 

“For  example,”  says  Brauti¬ 
gam,  “I’ve  been  the  most  vocal 
against  songs  that  talk  about 
things  like  fellating  Jesus.  It  hits 
too  close  to  home,  to  my  religious 
upbringing,  even  though  I  don’t 
practice  it  any  more.  Also,  I  think 
that  there  are  other  things  we 
could  sing  that  evoke  more 
positive,  enlightened  responses.” 

“We’re  four  different  people,” 
says  Wisch,  “with  four  different 
outlooks.  We  think  that’s  positive 
in  helping  us  reflect  the  gay  world 
back  on  itself.” 

They  also  bring  four  distinct 
contributions  to  the  group.  Wisch 
is  the  lyricist,  Hassberg  is  musical 
director,  Brautigam  is  theatrical 
director  and  Curbo  creates  and 
maintains  props  and  costumes. 

The  Choral  Majority  is  not,  at 
this  point,  profit  making.  Income 
goes  into  a  common  pool  to  cover 
the  quartets  expenses.  Groups  they 
perform  for  are  asked  to  pay  ex¬ 
penses  when  possible,  but  if  they 
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PARTNERS 

THE  GAY  DATING  SERVICE 


A  DISCREET  AND  PER¬ 
SONALIZED  ALTERNATIVE  TO 
THE  ESTABLISHED  G.AY 
SCENE.  IF  YOU  WISH  TO  MEET 
OTHER  LIKE-MINDED  CAY 
MEN  AND  LESBIAN  SEND 
$1.00  (POSTAGE  AND  HAND¬ 
LING)  FOR  APPLICATION  TO. 


PARTNERS,  DIV.OF  RMI 

SUITE  400,  437  BOYLSTON  ST. 
BOSTON,  MA  02116 
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GRAPHICS 


•  Phototypesetting 

•  Visual  Display  Terminals  with  floppy  disk  memory 

•  Layout  and  Design  Service  and  Consultation 

•  Camera  Ready  Mechanical 

143  Albany  Street,  Cambridge  661-6975 
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WE  AHE 


ALL  AIRLINES  •  AMTRAK  •  HOTELS  • 
LOWEST  PRICES  •  NO  SERVICE  CHARGE 


West  Indies. 

Bahamas _ 

Virgins 


_8/30 
_  10/1 
12/20 


AMSTERDAM  ROUND 
TRIP  FROM  $418.00 
LONDON  ONE  WAY 
FROM  $179.50 
PARIS  ROUND  TRIP 
FROM  $398.00 


AUSTRALIA  Round  Trip 
from  $970. 00  allowing 
stops  in  L.A.,  Honolulu, 
Fiji,  and  Auckland. 


IPRODUCT  OF  NISSAN 


SERVING  THE  BOSTON  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1964 

ALL  AIRLINES  LOWEST  PRICES  NO  SERVICE  CHG. 


Boston’s  friendliest  and  Economy  Minded  Agency 


ean’t  the  Choral  Majority  may 
well  take  the  job  anyway,  as  they 
did  with  the  GCN  birthday  party. 
Most  of  their  income  is  derived 
from  the  sale  of  their  tape  and 
“Hymnal.” 

‘‘We’ve  come  to  a  point, ’•’  says 
Hassberg,  “where  we  have  to 
decide  whether  we  want  to  make 
money  or  not.  We’re  very  con¬ 
flicted  over  that.  We  have  differ¬ 
ing  levels  of  commitment  to  the 
group  and  our  own  careers.  This  is 
one  of  the  things  we  want  to  work 
out  on  this  tour.” 

The  quartet’s  current  east  coast 
tour,  which  includes,  in  addition 
to  performances  at  the  GCN  Birth¬ 
day  party  and  the  Bostcyr  Lesbian 
and  Gay  Pride  Rally,  playing  at 
the  New  Jersey  Gay  Activists’ 
Alliance  Picnic,  the  People’s 
Voice  Cafe  in  New  York  City  and 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
in  Philadelphia,  is,  according  to 
Wisch,  “an  exceptional  thing. 
Travelling  is  difficult  for  us  to 
work  out  because  of  our  various 
commitments  to  our  work,  our 
lovers,  our  families.” 

While  the  exact  future  of  the 
Choral  Majority  is  uncertain,  the 
group  is  sure  there  will  be  a  Choral 
Majority.  “1  love  being  in  the 
group,”  says  Hassberg.  “It  fills 
half  the  needs  in  my  life  —  1  can  be 
political,  do  music  and  be  a  ham 
all  at  the  same  time.” 

Curbo  adds,  “It  scares  me  how 
serious  the  gay  community  has  be¬ 
come.  People  need  comedy  now, 
they  need  us.  We’re  saying  to  them 
‘loosen  up ! ’” 

Wisch  concurs,  “We’ll  be 
around  as  long  as  we  make  sense, 
as  long  as  we  have  a  calling.” 

The  Choral  Majority’s  tape  is 
available  for  $6.00  and  their  Hym¬ 
nal  for  $4.00  (plus  postage)  from: 
The  Choral  Majority ,  964  Valen¬ 
cia  St.,  San  Francisco,  CA  94110. 


LESBIAN  SEX 

Larry  Wisch  Susie  E.  Hatfield 

I  am  tied  up  in  knots  and  my  heart 
can  7  define 

The  great  rush  that  I  feel  when  your 
leathers  rub  mine. 

I’m  a  lesbian  feminist.  SM  and  proud, 

Gay  sisters  request  that  I  not  be  so 
loud. 

Who  holds  the  patent  on  lesbian  sex? 

Is  there  a  blue  book,  who  wrote  the 
text? 

Some  people  wonder  what  lesbians  do. 

Have  you  heard  rumors?  Figure  they’re 
true. 

I  just  want  to  hold  hands  and  gaze 
into  your  thighs, 

I’m  organic  and  spiritual,  Pisces  is 
my  sign. 

In  my  last  incarnation  1  lived  in  Bel 
Air, 

Gay  sisters  imply  that  1  should  have 
stayed  there. 

Is  sex  a  sharing  deep  in  one’s  heart? 

Love  me  completely,  not  a  la  carte. 

Some  women  wonder  what  lesbians  do. 

Don’t  wonder,  do  it ....  be  a  dyke 
too. 

L  decry  shameful  porno,  erotica’s 
fine. 

If  you  can’t  tell  the  difference,  EH 
show  you  sometime. 

Erotica’s  artful  and  tastefully  done, 

And  should  you  use  porno,  don’t  tell 
anyone. 

Is  sex  erotic,  is  sex  mundane? 

Is  it  a  balance  of  pleasure  and  pain? 

Some  only  wonder,  Ed  rather  just  do 

There’s  nothing  to  it,  try  something 
new. 

Em  a  class-conscious,  anti-imperialist 
dyke, 

I  can  sign  to  pedestrians  white 
revving  my  bike. 

I  support  every  struggle,  yes,  even 
my  own. 

Gay  sisters  request  that  I  leave  them 
alone. 

Who  holds  the  patent  on  lesbian  sex? 

Is  there  a  blue  book,  who  wrote  the 
text? 

Some  lesbians  wonder  what  lesbians 
do. 

Have  you  heard  rumors?  Figure 
they’re  ture. 

Original  Hymn:  The  Palace  of  Light 


Meet  New  Friends  and/or  Possible  Lover 
EXCEPTIONAL  SERVICE  FOR  A  LOW  FEE 

Discreet  •  Confidential  •  individualized 
—  Non-Computerized  — 

For  Application  and  Information,  mall  $2.  to: 

F  &  L  Inc. 

P.0.  Box  292 
North  Andover,  MA  01845 

covering  Northeastern  Region 

(603)  893-7449  (617)  739-2200, x631 

24  hour  counselor  on  call 


□  $43.50  Two  years  □  $10  Twenty-five  weeks 

(Low  Income) 

□  $25  one  year  □  $8  Twelve  weeks 

Add  30%  for  foreign 

Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
thank  you 

name__ _ _ _ _ — — - 

address _ - — — 

city _ 1 _ state _ _ zip - 

'□  New  D  Renewal  Please  pay  by  check  if  possible 

Mail  with  payment  to: 

167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 

Boston,  MA  02111 

ri  □  I  am  donating  $ towards  a  free  subscription  for  a 

prisoner 

□  This  is  a  gift  subscription.  Please  send  giftcard. 

Where  did  you  hear  about  GCN  _ 

)  GCN  is  available  on  microfilm 

□  $22  volume  (Indiv.)  □  $28  (Inst.) 

[  I  1  j>200  complete  set  of  vols.  19 

All  subscriptions  are  sent  in  sealed,  plain  envelopes.  Make 
check  or  money  order  payable  to  “GCN”.  Do  NOT  send 
cash  through  the  mail.  Our  subscriber  list  Is  confidential, 
and  isrnever  sold  or  used  except  for  mailing  GCN. 


Calendar 

weekly  events 


Sunday 


Boston, MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  drop-in  center  for 
youth  22  and  under  from  2-4pm  and  steering 
committee  meeting  from  4-5pm  at  Evangelist 
Church.  35  Bowdoin  St. (Beacon  Hill) 
lnfoi497-8282.  Please  send  all  BAGLY  mail  to 
GCN  Box  10GY. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Black  and  White  Men 
Together  of  Boston  meets  at  Paradise.  180 
Mass.  Ave.  Second  Sunday  of  each  month 
Info:  Tom  536-3392  or  Dick  247-3043. 

Boston,MA  —  Lesbian  Only  SM  Support 
Group.  Potlucks  and  informal  discussions 
one  Sunday  per  month.  lnfo:776-7957.  Open  to 
lesbians  supportive  of  or  into  SM. 


Cambridge,  MA  —  Overeaters  Anonymous, 
lesbian  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass  Ave.  Sun  eves  7  30  pm. 
DOB  office. 

Framingham, MA  —  Tricounty  Assoc.  (Fram¬ 
ingham,  Milford,  Franklin  area).  Social  and 
support  group  for  gay  and  lesbian  community, 
leets  Suns.  lnfo:376-4323  or  473-3529. 


Boston,  MA  —  "Musically  speaking," 
■  women’s  music,  ideas,  announcements. 
WMBR,  88.1  FM.  1-3pm. 

Boston, MA  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Physicians  of 
New  England  Second  Sundays.  2pm  Info: 
(617)  482-6874  or  247-5485 


Boston,  MA  —  Merrymount  Music  Society. 
Informal  meetings  and  concerts  for  gay  and 
lesbian  musicians  and  music  lovers.  Info: 
266-9423. 

(Vest  of  Boston, MA  —  West  of  Boston 
Lesbians,  Social  events  on  Sunday 
afternoons. twice  a  month.  New  members 
'welcome.  ln.fo:486-8848.  or  Dorothy  875-1108. 


Boston, MA  —  Boston's  Other  Voice.  (WROR, 
FM  98.5)  11:30pm. 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Area  Gay  Youth 
support  group  for  youth  16-22.  Rap  session 
and  social  time.  Info:  Ron  225-5622. 

Keene,  NH  —  Potlucks  and  other  tun  get 
togethers  for  lesbians  First  Suns  (2pm)  and 
third  Tues  or  Wed  (6pm)  Info  Keene  Won 
dykes.  Box  261.  Gilsum  NH  03448 
Central  VT  —  Central  Vermont  Gay  Men 
(CVGM)  meets  first  Sun  of  the  month  lor 
socializing,  business  and  a  meal  Info:  Box  42, 
Barre  05641 

Orleans,  MA  —  Shoreline,  a  social  group  alter¬ 
native  to  the  bars  on  Cape  Cod,  meets  second 
Sundays  Info  Box  1614.  Orleans  MA  02653. 

Acton,  MA  —  Central  Middlesex  Social  Club 
meets  at  7:30pm  Info:  263-4882.  All  are 
invited. 


New  London,  CT  —  Gay  and  Lesbiar 
Community  at  Connecticut  College  meets  1st 
and  3rd  Sundays  of  the  month.  Info:  442-7458. 
Northern  VT/NH—  League  of  Gays  (LOGS* 
meets  third  Suns.  Info:(802)  626-3618  or  write: 
Box  703,  St.  Johnsbury  VT  05819. 


monday 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbian  •  corning  out" 
group,  new  weekly  open  rap  group,  is  now 
meeting  at  Cambridge  Women's  Center  46 
Pleasant  St,  (Central  Sq.)  8-10pm  Info 
354-8807 

Boston, M A  —  Free  drop-in  support  group  for 
men  concerned  about  AIDS.  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services.  80  Boylston,  Rm  855. 
Corner  of  Boylston  and  Tremont.  5:30-6:30pm. 
Waltham,  MA  —  Triskelion,  the  Brandeis 
Gay/Lesbian  Coalition.  General  discussion 
group  at  9pm.  Usdan  Student  Ctr.  Conf.  Rm. 
C.  Info:  647-4353,  or  Box  2792,  Brandeis  U.. 
Waltham,  02254. 

Boston, MA  —  National  Assoc,  of  Social 
Workers  Gay  and  Lesbian  Task  Force  meets 
1st  Mons.  at  8pm.  Support,  organizing, 
socializing,  discussion  re:  being  gay  and 
providing  gay  services  in  work  place. 
lnfo:Lorrie  436-7521  or  Carrie  482-0557. 

Nashua, NH  —  Nashua  Area  Gays  meet  8pm. 
Info:  Tony  424-3252,  or  write:  Nashua  Area 
Gays,  Box  3472,  Nashua  03061. 

Portsmouth,  NH  —  Seacoast  Gay  Men.  7pm 
Info:  P.O.Box  1394.  Portsmouth  03801 


tuesday 

Cambridge.MA  —  Younger  Lesbians 
Discussion  and  Support  Group  meets  from 
6-8pm  at  the  Women's  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
Open  to  all  women  under  22. 

Boston,  MA  —  Urania:  lesbian  and  bisexual 
women's  SM  support  group.  Safe,  non-com¬ 
petitive  space  for  women  of  all  levels  of 
experience  to  share  political  and  personal 
aspects  of  our  sexuality.  131  Cambridge  St. 
7:30pm.  Info:  Hathor  623-7258. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  Dis¬ 
cussion  and  social  group.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  (Harv.  Sq.j 
8pm,  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays.  Info:  661-3633 

Pitstield,  MA  —  Berkshire  County  Gay 
Coalition  meets  2nd  and  4th  Tues.  Info  (413) 
442-7772 

Hartford,  CT  —  Greater  Hartford  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Task  Force  meets  at  Hill  Ctr,,  350  Farm¬ 
ington  Ave.  7pm  (First  Tues.)  Info:  249-7691. 
Manchester,  NH  —  Manchester  Men's  Group, 
weekly  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men,  meet  Tuesdays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and 
discussion.  Info:  Jack  669-0096. 

New  London.CT  —  New  London  Gay  Men’s 
Forum,  support  group  for  gay  and  bisexual 
men.  Info:447-0155  (Noon  to  7pm). 

Portland,  ME  —  Gay/Lesbian  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  meeting  at  First  Parish,  Unitar¬ 
ian.  425  Congress  St.  8  pm.  Open  to  all. 


Wednesday 

Boston, MA—  Fathers  in  Transition,  a  group 
of  gay/bi  fathers  meeting  Weds,  for  friendship 
and  support.  lnfo:Exodus  Ctr.  266-0612,  or 
write:  Fathers  in  Transition,  c/o  GCN  Box  6, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 

B osten.MA  —  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay  ana 
Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY).  New  persons' 
meeting  6:30pm;  general  meeting  and  group 
discussion  7-9pm.  For  youth  22  and  under. 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  (Beacon 
Hill)  lnfo:497-8282. 

Boston,  MA  —  Boston  Gay  Men's  Chorus 
meets  every  Wed.  from  7-10pm  at  the  YWCA. 
140  Clarendon  St.  (Copley  Sq.)  Info:  522-6983. 

Boston,  MA  —  Walk-in  VD  screening  and 
treatment  for  and  by  gay  men.  6:30-8pm.  Fen¬ 
way  Community  Health  Center,  16  Haviland 
St.  (near  Auditorium  stop).  267-7573. 

Boston,  MA  —  Lunchtime  for  lesbians.  Iso¬ 
lated  during  the  workday  downtown?  Inter¬ 
ested  in  a  lunchtime  hangout/discussion 
group?  Come  to  80  Boylston  St.  Rm  855  (cor¬ 
ner  Boylston  and  Tremont).  Noon.  Info- 
542-5188. 

Boston,  MA  — .  Lesbian  and  Gay  Media  Advo¬ 
cates  (LAGMA)  meeting.  7:30-9:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Help  make  the  media 
more  responsive  to  our  needs.  Info:  542-5679. 
Bridgewater,  MA  —  South  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  meets  Weds.  Info:  584-4997. 
Cambridge,  MA  —  Daughters  of  Bilitis.  35  + 
women's  discussion  and  social  group.  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave. 
8pm.  Second  Wed.  and  last  Fri  of  each 
month. 

Hyannls.MA  —  Lesbian  Support  Group  meets 
first  Wed  of  every  month.  7:30pm.  New 
members  welcome.  Orientation,  social 
meetings.  Warren  Women's  Center,  298  Main 
St.  Info:  771-6739. 

Nashua,  NH  —  Greater  Nashua  Area  of  NH 
Lambda  sponsors  speakers  and/or  raps  on 
the  2nd  Wed.  and  4th  Thurs.  7:30pm.  Business 
meets  on  1st  Sat.  Info:  (603)  889-1416. 
Hartford,  CT  —  Lesbian  AA  meeting.  Hill  Ctr.,, 
350  Farmington  Ave.  8pm.  Info:  247-8797. 

Hampden  County, MA  —  Social/Support 
Group  for  Lesbians.  8pm.  lnfo:Debbie 
532-5878  or  Julie  532-4959. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Narcotics  Anonymous  Gay 
Meeting.  7  Temple  St.  (Central  Sq.) 
8:30— 10pm.  A  twelve  step  recovery  program 
for  those  whose  "drug  of  choice"  was  other 
than  alcohol.. 

Cambridge.MA  —  Boston  National  Organiza¬ 
tion  for  Women  (NOW)  Lesbian  Rights  Task 
Force  meets  4th  Wed.  of  month  at  99  Bishop 
Allen  Dr.  (Central  Sq.)  Plan  lobbying,  public 
educ.  and  consciousness  raising.  Info: 
661-6015. 

thursday 

Cambridge.MA  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  8-10pm.  Women's  Center 
46  Pleasant  St.  Info:354-8807. 

Cambridge,  MA  —  Lesbians  with  children. 
Support  group.  8-10pm.  Cambridge  Women's 
Center.  46  Pleasant  St.  354-8807. 


Northampton,  MA  —  Pioneer  Valley  People'; 
Gay  Alliance  meets  on  first  and  thirt 
Thursdays  at  the  Unitarian  Society,  220  Mair 
St.  7:30pm.  Info:  (413)  584-7903  or  write  P.0 
Bx  181,  Northampton,  MA  01061. 

Hartford.  CT  —  Gay  Al-Anon  meeting  for 
lesbians  and  gay  men  at  Trinity  Church  Parish 
House.  Farmington  Ave.  7:30pm.  Info: 
247-8797 

friday 

BOSTON, MA  —  GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
(THAT’S  US!)  ALWAYS  NEEDS  HELP  SEND 
ING  OUT  THE  PAPER  ON  FRIDAY  EVES 
COME  BY  FOR  A  FEW  HOURS  TO  OUR  NEW 
SPACE  AT  167  TREMONT  (ON  THE  COM 
MON,  NEAR  BOYLSTON  T  STOP)  ANYTIME 
AFTER  6  AND  LEND  A  HAND.  REFRESH 
MENTS  AND  GOOD  TIMES!  EVERY  BODY 
WELL  COME!  INFO:  426-4469,  THANKS! 

Cambridge.  MA  —  Amazon  Lesbian  Al-Anon. 
Mt.  Auburn  Hosp.  Living  Rm.  Clark  Bldg, 
8-9:30pm.  Newcomers  meeting  from  7-8pm  on 
the  first  Friday. 

Danbury  CT  —  The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
of  Greater  Danbury  meets  on  Fridays  frorr 
7:30  to  10pm  in  the  Green  Room  of  the  Firs 
Congregational  Church,  corner  of  Deer  Hil 
Ave.  and  West  St. 

Hartford,  CT  —  Your  Turf;  a  weekly  drop-,n 
center  for  lesbian  and  gay  teenagers.  7-9pm  at 
the  Hill  Center.  350  Farmington  Ave 
(upstairs).  Sponsored  by  the  Coalition  of  Sex¬ 
ual  Minorities 

Concord,  NH  —  Concord  Men's  Group  meets 
Fridays  at  7:30pm  for  coffee  and  discussion 
Info:  Herb  485-5612. 

Providence,  Ri  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gav  Helo  I  ine  751  3322  (eves) 


Saturday 

Providence,  RI  —  Rhode  Island  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Youth  meets  every  Sat.  from  1-5pm  for' 
youth  14-21  years  of  age.  Info:  MCC  272-9247 
or  Gay  Helo  l  ine  751-3322  (eves). 

Boston, MA  —  Support  group  for  transsexuals 
and  all  who  may  be  questioning  their  gender. 
7-llpm  on  the  third  Sat.  of  each  month. 
I  nf  o:(61 7)568-0680. 

Boston, MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Regularly 
scheduled  sports  and  outdoors  events 
General  info:  John  275-1336;  Linda  734-4066 
John  864-0823.  Vollyball:  Jay  262-4896 
Basketball:  Kieran  232-7229. 

Boston,  MA  —  Front  Runners/Boston,  gay 
men  and  lesbian  running  club.  Info:  3S 
Milford,  Boston  02118  or  451-6364. 


coming  events 


iitly 

Boston,  M 


Boston, MA  —  The  AIDS  Action  Committee 
now  has  a  Hotline:  536-7733.  It  operates  from 
3-9pm  Mon-Fri,  and  10am-4pm  on  Sat. 

Boston,  M  A  —  Alliance  Against  Sexual 
Coercion  provides  services  for'  women  who 

are  being  sexually  harassed  and  is  looking  for  y  trllirQ 
volunteers  to  help  staff  the  crisis  line  and  to  »  HIWIO 

do  community  outreach.  Training  and 
supervision  provided.  lnfo:547-1176. 


mon 

,MA  —  The  Boston  division  of  the 
Women's  Peace  Encampment  is  sponsoring  a 
July  4th  disarmament  ra'ly.  Everyone  is 
invited  to  meet  at  10am  at  the  Park  St.  T 
Station.  There  will  be  a  march  to  Waterfront 
Park  for  a  12  noon  peace  rally.  Join  us! 
info:338-6378. 


Boston, MA  —  Boston  Chapter  of  Parents  and 
Friends  of  Lesbians  and  Gays  will  not  meet 
regularly  over  the  summer  but  support  and 
info  will  be  available  on  an  individual  basis 
through  :  Boston  Parents  FLAG,  PO  Box 
1 25-SI 01 .  Arlington  MA  02174 
Bos ton.MA  —  The  first  major  women's  peace 
encampment  will  begin  on  July  4th  and 
continue  thru  the  summer.  All  are  invited  to 
attend  for  some  period  during  the  summer  in 
Seneca.  NY.  lnfo:338-6378. 

Cambridge.MA  —  Cambridge  Food  Coop 
orientation  meetings  every  Tuesday  evening 
at  6:30.  580  Mass  Ave. (Central  Sq.) 


Boston, MA  —  GCN  proofreading.  No  special 
experience  necessary.  Call  426-4469  for  more 
info  about  early  evening  proofreading. 
Thanks. 

Cambridge.MA  —  Sexually  Transmitted 
Diseases  is  the  focus  of  a  DOB  topic  rap. 
Bring  your  own  questions  and  opinions.  8pm. 
1151  Mass  Ave. (Harvard  Sq.)  Open  to  all 
women.  lnfo:661-3633. 


9  sat 

Boston.MA  -Chiltern  Mt.  Club.Two  events. 
Glider  adventure  and  potluck.  lnfo:AI  (603) 
898-1115;  also,  Canoeing  weekend,  lnfo:Don- 
Paul  (401)  647-5112. 

Cambridge.MA  —  Benefit  contradance  to 
support  MORAL,  the  Mass,  affiliate  of  the 
National  Abortion  Rights  Action  League.  First 
Congregational  Church,  11  Garden 
St.(Harvard  Sq.)  7:30pm.  Info:396-6107. 
Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Glider 
adventure  and  potluck.  Info:  Al  (603)  898-1115. 


10  sun 


Dorchester, MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Associated  Engineers  and  Scientists  potluck 
cookout.  Newcomers  welcome.  lnfo:288-3228. 


8  fri 


12  tues 


Boston.MA  —  GCN  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT!! 
Come  help  send  out  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  and  good  times! 
Come  anytime  after  6  to  our  space  at  167 
Tremont  (near  the  Boylston  T  stop).  There’s  an 
intercom  at  the  door  if  it’s  not  open.  Come 
and  get  a  free  paper  and  meet  some  nice 
people!  lnfo:426-4469. 


Boston.MA  —  Chiltern  Mt.  Club.  Evening 
birdwatching.  lnfo:Willy  (61 7)876-8021  (eves). 


13  wed 


Cambridge.MA  —  Lesbian  and  Gay 
Associated  Engineers  and  Scientists 
business  meeting.  All  welcome. 
lnfo:288-3228. 


.  ,  .  firis oner  ^ 

The  deadline  for  Calendar  items  is  Monday  at  noon  for  the  following  issue . 


